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. #e ſus ſaith unto bim, Thomas, beezuſe then hal ow 
| 2 thou haft believed; Bleſſed 110 they, that ham 
not ſeen, and yet have 'believ 4, John 20. 29. 

W hich while the Saviour ſays, ſuppoſe him ſpe 
ing in the Language of his Apofle; 7 
that ye knew, what great Confli$ (or Lone 
1 have for you, and for them ar Laodicea, and 
for as many as have not ſeen my Face in the Fleſh 
Thas their Be arts may be comforted, being knit t6 


gether in Love, 4nd unto all Riches = 0 
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Aſſurance of Underſtanding, to ib A 
ment of the Myſtery of Gad, even 5 Father, 
of chris, 2. 1, 2. 


. 
i, 
* 


— 
"The Second Calle _ 
| jated for 7. Cath at] 


% _ 
{2206 


2 
1 
- 
C 

_—_ , - * 


— 


| 
+ 
| 


* 2 * v C 


1 


TO THE 


Studious Catechiſts. 


Any, you know, have done worthily 

in Compoſing and Explaining 
Catetbiſms, that are to furniſh your 
Learners with the more Emincnt and Fun- 
cone Portions of the Chriſtian Deoftrine. 

ow well repleniſb'd is aur 1 

with ſuch uſeſu I O, 2 - 
may be much uid, and bleſsd for the 
large Diſſeminating of Holy Light and 
Knowledge! But yet , have ye not ſeen 
amidſt your Work, and amidſt the Num- 
ber of Doctrinal Catechiſms, ſome need of, 
at leaſt ſome Uſe for one of another Na- 
ture? viz. One that might communicate 


1 ſome Reaſon with Religion, and might ad- 


miniſter to your riper Catechumens at leaſt, 
ſome Argument and Evidence of that Sa- 
cred, Venerable Doctrine you are inſtilling 
into them? Tow are ſatified, I know, 


that they ſhould have a better Foundation 


A 2 for 
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for their Belief of the Principles you teach 
them, than barely this, That ſo they were 
taught, and ſo they learnt in their Child- 
hoood from their Parents and other In- 
ſtructors. 


A preater Leader and Encourager to 
ſuch a Rational Catechiſm you will ſcarce 
nd, than the truly Reverend and 
Excellent My. Rob. Fleeming ; One, 
whoſe Heart ſeems intent on Recommending | 
Religion by its own Light, and ittuſtrions 
Evidence. So that an Apelogy, even for 
a mean Attempt of this Nature, will ſeem- 
next to + to him that reads bu*\. 
the Poſitions, that are Preliminary and 
Previous to his Confirming Work of Re- 
ligion. There he'll tell ye, that One of 
the higheſt Services of theſe Times, for 
the Publick Good of the Church, does 
lye here, to have the Faith of Aſſent 
(as he calls it) tothe Truth and Doctrine 
of Chriſt, on its own Evidence, more 
vigoroufly promoted. He'll tell ye too, 
That it would be of greateſt Uſe and Ad- 
vantage for the ſame End, that the young 
Gromth, now coming up in the Church, 
were put to give ſome explicite Evidence of 
their Canſent andChaice of their Profeſſion of 
Chriſt : 
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Chriſt: And hell tell ye alſo, That there now 
feems to be ſome Remarkable Call to ſuch 4 
Confirming Work in this Day, about the Chri- 
ſtian Faith. Which Suppoſition of his, he 
chere ſupports by theſe three Conſider ations 
(ro him, doubtleſs, very firm and ſure.) 
1. That the promisd Time of the jeus 
Converſion does afſuredly draw near. 2. 
That a larger Extent of the Profeſſion of 
Chriſt among the Gentiles is enſur'd 
therewith, To each of which, furely, each 
Chriſtian Spirit can't but ſay, Amen. 
The Lord of Life and Grace haſten them 
both! Then, 3. That Popery ſeems to be 
«pon one of its laſt and greateſt Afſaults 
againſt the Church. Doubtleſs the Pillars 
of the Popiſh Intereſt are unmeuriealy 
conſulting its Support and Propagation. 
Fut it is to be Hop'd and Pray d, that 
the God of the Reformation, will not re- 
verſe the many Shocks and Threats be 
has given to the Popiſh Intereſt, ſinc: 
ehe Reverend Author beheld and mention's 
that great Aſault. Yet let us not be ſe- 
cure, we ſufficiently provoke eur God 
againſt us. But if we may yet fear PO» 
Piſh Afaulrs abroad, what ſhall we /y 
to Deiſm and fidelity at home? O 
nht a Propbane, unbelieving Spirit 45 
3 gen 


gone out among us? The Oracles of God 
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are inwardly diſcredited, openly ſcoru d 
and refus'd. A Deiſtical Spirit, and 
Contempt uous Slight of the Perſon and 
Authority of our Lord Feſus, makes 4 
Dangerous Aſſault againſt his Church, 
and the Faith once deliver d to his Saints. 
Defections from, and Rejettions of the 
Chriſt ian Truth and Religion, I fear, are 
ſadly numerous. And if it be je, who 
cam but lay it to Heart! At leaſt, who 
tan but join Hearts with that holy Man 
in bis Deſire and Wiſh, O that ſome 
may be rais'd up in this diſmal Hour 
this Hour of Temptation, (Infidelity a 
Apoſtacy) with ſomething of that anci- 
cient Spirir, to travel with deſire for 
the Salvation of Mankind, and of 
whom it may be ſaid, as of Bleſt Ve- 
hemiah, Thele are indeed come to ſeek 
the Welfare of the People in their 
greateſt Intereſt! O that ſuch a Spirit 
may be pour'd out on the Ambaſſadors of 
the Lord Feſus ! 


Is Sacred Chriſtianity ignorantly diſpa- 
rag'd and traduc'd, and is it not meet, 
then, we ſhould look into its aſcertaining 
Foundation and Evidence? That we — 

an 


- m— a 
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and hear what it can ſay for it ſelf, and 
endeavour to convey ſome of its Credenti- 
als to its junior Profeſſors * That this 
might be the more eaſily done, 1 have wai- 
| — in Hopes, that (upon the Recommen- 
: dation of it by ſo great and good a Hand) 
3 ſome Skilful Scribe or other wou d prepare 
4 Catechiſm calculated for that Service. 
Not hearing of any, I was willing to pro- 
vide my ſelf, as I can. The Task to ſuch 
' a One was difficult enough. Soon found 1 
ny ſelf gravel d about Matter and Me- 
: thod, and Reajons that are, in ſuch 4 
Work, to be produc d; They muſt not be 
uch as depend upon large Hiſtory, Criti- 
ciſm, or long Trains of Deduttion. The 
more obvious, brief and conciſe, the bet- 
ter. The Aſſemblies Catechiſm being ſo 
ordinarily learnt, and being ſo comprehen- 
ſive of Christian Religion, I was willing to 
trace, as far I well cou d, the Difference 
1 of Religion, under the ſeveral States of 
| Mankind, I was willing to introduce, that 
' the Reaſon of its preſent State might the 
better appear. The Reaſon alſo of the 
Publick Chriſtian Worſhip was meet to be in- 
inſertad, together with the Confirmation, 
ing that the conſtant Tradition and Succeſſion 
ſee of it affords ta Chriſtianity ; that ſo the 
end Reaſon 
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Reaſon of that Anthoritative Prohibition, 
Not forſaking the Aſſembling of your 
ſelves together, may appear, and there | 
may be an Inſtigation to profeſs d Chriſti- 
ans, conſcientiouſly to attend thoſe Publick 
Solemmities, that, among other Uſes, were 
/a ops 
ö 


ordain d to celebrate, ſupport, and 
gate the Lord Jeſus Name an 
nown in the World. 


Re- 


The Name, Confirmation, is ambiguous 
enough, neither is it any place here to en- 
quire into its various Significations; or to 
conſider the Nature and Deſign of that 
Solemnity among the Apoſtles, wherein, oy 
Laying on of their Hands, were convey'd 
divers Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt unto the 
Diſciples, which by ſome, is call'd Con- 
firmation; or of that, that under the ſame 
Name, is practis d in theChurch of Rome; or 
of that, that is in Uſein the Church of Eng- 
land; or of that, that has been deſcrib'd and 
deſir d by diverſe Divines that have diſſent- 
ed from both. Tis plain, rational Con- 
firmation that is here intended; ſuch as 
the Apoſtles and Primitive Miniſters aim u 
at, wen they went about Confirming the 
Souls of the Diſciples, and confirming the 
Churches; Confirming, it may be, thoſe 
Diſciples 


FF 5 
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on, Diſciples, whom had before, in the 
our ?} Senſe, confirm d; that is, on whom they 
ere had formerly laid their Hands, in Order 
fi- to convey Eminent Gifts of the, Spirit; 
lick Even they, by the further Light and De- 
ere monſt ration brought them by the Apoſtles, 
pa- might have their Minds and Conſciences 
Re- | yet more eftabliſh'd,and ſecur d in theBelief 

' and Entertainment of that holy Truth and 
* Religion that had been deliver d unto them. 


' This poor Compoſure humbly aiming at 
fach Service, may well be aſham d of the 
Tight; its Poverty and Defects the Judi- 
Aut will ſoon ſee. And ſo let em, that 
they may be prompted thereby to 4 more 
accommodated Performance. Perhaps ſome 
Anſwers con ſiſt of too many Particulars; 
but hom cou d it be help d, unleſs each Par- 

ticular had made an Anſwer to a diſtinct 
Queſtion? And what Relief won d that 
haue been? Beſides I have known An- 
| ſwers, conſisting of more Particulars, than 
' any one here does, diftinitly rehearſed 
by a Child of ſix or ſeven Years old. Some 
Scriptures, indeed, are added, where the 
Authority of the Bible is not yet ſuppos'd, 
or taken for granted; but that is only 10 


bew that that Book hints ſuch Argument 
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as Naturalifts themſelves make uſe of. In 
fine, the poor Piece can appear no other, 


than as a feeble Eſſay, deſigning to invite 


or provate ſome able Head and Hand to 
furniſh out a more competent Compoſure; 


which if it do, its Author will think it 
ſerviceable indeed. Happy you that are 


training up young Souls for the Lord 
Chri#t ! : /appy you, if you can help them 
to ſee and receive ſome of that heavenly 
Light the Lord Feſus brought with him, 
and left behind him in the World! May 


that aſcended, anointed, glorify'd Head 


proſper and crown your Services and Souls 4 
you then be inclin d to pray gon d 


And may 
an Unwort hy Fellow Servant, but an Un- 
feigned Eſteemer of your Work and You. 


John Reynolds. 


| Queſt. 1. 


A 
Confirming Catechiſm. 


AS Man 4 great and Excellays 
End to aim at? 

Anſw. Tes; one far more Great and Excel- 
lent, than pleaſing this corruptible Fleſh, or 


2 periſhing World, Rom. 8. 1% 


36. 
2. How does it appear that Man bas ſuch an 
excellent End to aim at? | 
A. It appears by ſuch Conſiderations as theſe: 
1. We have 2 reaſonable Mind and Under- 
ſtanding, capable of much Improvement by Di- 
vine Knowledge and Wiſdom, Fob 32. 8. 


Fon. 17. 3. 


2. We have a rational Will and large Deſires, 
that muſt be ſatisfy'd with ſomething better 
2 this periſhing World can give. Eccleſ. 1. 14. 

2. I, 11. ” 

3. We have an accuſing, guilty Conſcience; 
which is, upon good Grounds, to be quieted and 
appeas'd, Prov. 20. 27. Rom. 2. 15. 

4. We are continually liable to ſorrows and 
Death it ſelf, againſt which we want to be re- 
reliev d and comforted, Fob 14. 1, 2. man: 5, 12. 


lt 
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5. It is plain this World was made for the 
Uſe and Benefit of Man; and therefore Man 
muſt be made for ſomething better than the 
World, Pſalm 104. 13, 14. Gen. 1. 26, 27, 28. 


Ch 2. 10. 

Q. 3. What is this Great and Excellent End of 
Man? 

A. It muſt needs be the Glorifying of Gcd, 
and the Enjoying of him for ever, 1 Cor. 10. 31. 
Pſalw 73. 25. 

Q 4. How does it appear, that it muſt be our 
Enl to glorifie God? 

A. It appears by ſuch Reaſons a3 theſe 3 

1. If we glorifie not God, we are —— 
of theſe Souls, that are ſo fitted to honour an 
glorifie Him. 7ſalm 139. 14. 

2. We are in a World full of his wonderfu 
Works, that invite and call us to glorifie 2 
Pſalm 104. 3 107. 21, to 32. A 
23. Whom d we admire and glorifie, but 
Him that has fo curiouſly made us? Pſalm 100. 


3, 4. 'Pſalm 139. 14, 15, 16. ' 
4. The Storing of God is che Way to enjoy 


Him for ever. Pſalm 50. 23. 


Q. 5. How does it appear, that it muſs be our 
End to enjoy God? : 

A. Tt muſt be our great End to enjoy God, for 
1. If we cant enjoy Him, we can have no laſt- 
ing Happineſs ; for all other Things are empty, 
vain and vexatious. Eccleſ. 1. 2, 3 4. 

2. Ofr Souls are too high and noble for the 
mean Enjoyments of this World, and therefore 
muſt be for God, Col. 3. 1. 2 Cor. 4. 16, 18. 

3. God is continnally drawing us towards 
Himfelf by tis conftant Megcies and Benefits, 
4,17. 26, 27. 


4. God's 
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4. God's Love and Goodneſs affures; that if 
we glorifie Him, we ſhall enjoy Him, and be 
happy in Him, 4. 46. 19. 
JQ. 6. Why 4o you believe that there is 4 God ? 
A. 1 may well believe that there is a God, 
End of when | conſider ſuch Things as theſe; 
1. The wonderful Frame of Heaven and 
f Gcd, Marth, containing ſo many beautiful Lights, fo 
10. 31, many regular and conſtant Motions, ſo many 
Id ifferent parts, and yet all ſo neceſſary and uſe- 
1, does mightily argue, a wiſe and great God 


for the 
re Man 
an the 
27,28. 


be our 
that made them all, Pfaim. 19. 1, 2. 
e ; 2. The Riches and Furniture of the Earth, ſo 


well prepar'd tor the Beaſts; the great Variety, 
and Uſefulneſs, and Sagacities of the Beaſts, ſo 
well prepar'd for the Service of Man, do be- 
nderfu _ a gracious God, that fo ordain'd em, 
| 5" Fx, "im 104. 5,10 19. 

A a 2 The curious .Contrivance of Man's Body, 
Fconſiſting of ſo many Parts, and joints, and 
Veſſels, and all fitted to ſuch excellent Pefigns 
and Uſes, ſhews that there is a moſt wiſe 
Maker of it, Fob 10. 11,12. Pſalm 139. 32, 
10 17. 

4 The Soul of Man, endow d with ſo many 
Powers, as Reaſon, and Will, Memory, and 

onſcience; and made capable to know, and 
fear, and worſhip God, proclaims that he is, 
and that he made us to be his Worſhiper, Cen. 

7. Tee. 12. 1. 

5. If there were no God, there wou'd be no 
Huſt Principles to govern the World; no Sin, 
mor Duty, no Conſcience or Fear of another 

otick; ſo all wou d live according to Luft or 

umour ; and ſo run the World into confuſion, 
Romans 5. 13. 
5 Q 7. 


Dur and 
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QA. Do you think, then, that this World i- 
it ſelf, eternal? 

A. No; it is not likely to be, of it's (el 
eternal, if we confider, 

1. That what is of it ſelf eternal, wou'd ra 
ther prove one conftant Being, or Frame of cor 
ſtant, unchangable Beings; and not a Frame c 
ſuch periſhing, changing Things, as this Work 
does conſiſt ot. 

2. That Eternity wou'd rather belong to th 
moſt excellent Being in our World; and there 
fore Man ſhou'd be rather Eternal, than thi 
ſenſeleſs Earth on which we tread. 

3. It is obſerv'd, that, notwithſtanding Diſea 
ſes and Wars, the number of Men does conti 
nually increaſe on the Earth; if then, the Worle 
had been Eternal, the number of Men had bee 
long ago too many to dwell on the Face of 
Earth, Gen. 6. 1. Ch. 10. 5, 32. 3 

4. The great Difference of the ſeveral Par 


of the World, together with their ſtrange Mo 


tions, and mutual Harmony and Agreement, 
all combining to make up the Order, and Beau- 
ty, and Uſefulneſs of the whole, do demonſtrate 
that ſome boundleſs Wiſdom and Power con- 
triv'd and made it, Rom. 1. 20. As 4. 24. 
(). 8. Why do you believe that there is but one 
Cod? | 
A. Becauſe he that is God, is the moſt Ex- 
cellent, Perfect, Bleſſed being, and ſo, has n 


Superior, nor Equal; and ſo, can be but One 


Pſa'm 89. 6. 
Q. 9. Why did this Bleſſed God make the World?! 
A. Since He needed nothing, He made the 
the World only for his own good Pleaſure, anc 
his own Glory, Ad.. 17. 25. Kev, 4. 11. 
Q. 10 


7. A Confirming Catechiſm. 5 
orld ig,, © 10. Does God by bis Providence rule the 


i, that be bas made? 
it's ſell 4. Yes; We may be affur'd that he does; 


vou d ra- r. Since he has made it for his good Pleaſure 
e of con. Ind Glory, he will certainly manage it ſa as to 
Frame OS -ve his good Pleaſure and Glory, Eph. 1. 11, 
is WorldY 2. wee ſee, that tho' the ſeveral Parts of the 
World are continually changing and altering ; 
1g to the et the entire Frame is prelſerv'd in its Beauty 
d there d Uſefulneſs from Age to Age, Fſalm 119. 
han thisYo, go, 91. 
f 3. We ſee that Kingdoms and States are ſo 
18 Diſea- rangely overturn'd and overrul d, that all are 
es conti-Spmetimes conftrain'd to admire the Wonders of 
ie World Diſpoſing Providence, Dan. 2. 20, 21. 
nad bee 4. We find that great Things are made to 
ce of upon ſmall Ones, even upon ſmall un- 
- f en Accidents and Circumſtances; that an 
ral Parthhverruling Hand may be obſerv'd in all, Gen. 
inge Mo-. 14, 15, Cr. Exod. 2. 2, % 11. 1 Sam. 17. 
reement, 7, 18. Oe. 
ad Beau- Q. it. Since God is thus the Maker and Pre- 
ꝛonſtrateſ, ver of rhe World, what is the Duty we owe 10 
wer con- A? 
4. 24. 4. We owe to God all Admiration, and Re- 
s but oneſſerence, and Honour on the Account of his 
Szreatneſs, and Wiſdom, and Power; all Love 
moſt Ex- Ind Thankfulneſs on the Account of his Good- 
„ has nofeſs and Lo e to Man; all Fear, and Worſhip, 
ut One, yd Obedience, becauſe of his juſt Authority 
d Dominion over us, Fer. 5. 22. Kev. 15. 
e World®'$. Pſalm 95. 2, 3, 4 Pſalm 1c0. 2, 4. 
ade the Q. 12. 1s Mankind inclin'd and wi hing to render 
ure, andi: Duty to God? 
„„ B 2 A. No. 


Q 104 
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A. No. On the contrary, Mankind is Natn- 
turally ſinful, ungrateful, and rebellious againſt 
God ; quite alienated from Him, and from the 
Ss. Is Duty we owe Him, Gen. 6. 5. Eph. 4. 17, 18. 

. 1 Rom. 3.9 

"7 Q. 12. How does it appear that Mankind is thus 

«lienared from God? 

WW A. It appears divers Ways, as 

= 1. By that natural Backwardneſs that there 

|| is in our Hearts, to know, and ſeek, and ſerve 

1 God, Rom. 1. 21. Fob 2. 14, 15. 

1 2. By the conſtant Inclination that there is 

1 in us to the Vanities of the World, to the Plea: 
| | ſures of the Fleſh, and ſach ſenſual Delights, as 

eftrange and withdraw the Heart and Mind from 

Cod, 2 Tim. 3. 4. Tins 3. 3. 

3- By the Dithculty that good Minifters find 

W te do good upon their Hearers, and to 
, them to be religious and Lovers of God, Af 
1 19. 31. 2 Chr. 12. 20, 21. 
pi af 4- By the difficulty that good Magiſtrates 
- find, to promote, even by their Laws and Com- 
| | mand-z Religion and Reformation among their 
= Sabjetts. ; 
1 5. By the difficulty that good Men find, te 
„ walk in that Holineſs and Duty, that is, in ſome 
# meaſure, their Love and Delight, Am 7. 15, 
19, 21, 2?, 23. 

6. By the general and conftant Forgetfulneſ: 
of approaching Death, and what muſt folloy 
thereupon. 

7. By the unavoidabl- Calamities, and Sor 
rous, and Death, th.t reiga over all Mankind 
Rom. 9. 23. 

Q. 14. Do, then, the Cal:rmities and Ceath e 
Mas proclaim the Sinfulnejs. of th? World F SY 

185 


"_ 
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is Natn- 4. Yes ſurely ; for we can't reaſdnably fup- 
is againſt Wole, that a good God wou'd make innocent 
from the Kreatures unavoidably liable to all the Miſeries 
17, 18. ud Sorrows of this World; Nor 2. That he 


Sou'd make them liable to more Miſery than 
nd is thur Whey deſerve. Nor 3. That he wou'd make 
tis noble Creature, Man, ſubject to more Fears, 
and — and Miſeries, than the Beaſts that 
Der L 

Q. 15. Was Man then, do you think, from the 
Beginning thus ſinful ? 5 1 


vat there 
ind ſerve 


there is A. No ſurely; He muſt needs be at firſt, as 
the Plea · It becomes the Workmanſhip of God, pure, and 
ights, as happy, and good, Ecileſ. 7. 29. 

ind from Q 16. , then, won'd it pleaſe God 10 per- 


mit Sin to enter upon the World ? 
A. Tho' God's Ways are too deep for us to 
each, yet we may be fatisfy'd in theſe three 
FR 
1. That God was willing to try the Love and 
giſtrates Faichfulneſs of his new made Creature. 
nd Com- 2. That he wou'd let Man ſęee his own Weak- 
ng their} neſs and Unconfiancy, and his entire depen- 
dance on God. 
find, to 3. That by the Occaſion of Man's Sin he 
in ſome be raiſe eternal Honour and Glory to Him- 
. 7. 6. eit. | 
ne Q. 17. Va was the firſt Sin that May commt- 
etfulneſs tel? 
t follow A. Tt waz the Eating of the Fruit of a certain 
Tree ia Paradiſe, of which God forbid Him to 
and Sor- ea, that h- might try his Obedience, Ggn. 3 
— wm 8. But why wen I God try bis Ohe | 2 
NV. 18. But why wen d Cod try bis Onedience by 
Cearh of ſo [124i a Mater? | * 
; B 3 oo "Foe 


A. ves 


ers find 
d, 


AConfirmivo C atechi/m. 


A. The ſmaller the Matter was, the more ea 
fie was the Obedience, and the more Reſpedt it 
gave to God's Authority and Command ; , and 
the more unreaſonable and ungrateful was the 
Sin and Diſobedience, Gen. 3. 11. 

Q. 19. But was it not fit to try bis Obedience in 
ſome greater Thing? 

A. We know not what was the ſpecial Nature 
of that Tree; nor what peculiar Reaſon there 
might -be-to forbid the Uſe of itz but theſe 
things ve may know for our Satisfaction; 

1. That there are many Commands to try 
our Obedience now, that cou'd have no Place in 
the State that Adam was in. Such are moſt ol 
the Commandments of the Second Table. 

2. That Man's Nature was ſo agreeable to 
the great Commands of the Law, that they 
were not ſo meet to try a Voluntary Obedience, 
And therefore, Aa 
3. God was pleas'd to make a free, polſtive 


Law, which was fuicable to his own Dominion, 


and to the Trial of Man's voluntary Subje&ion, 
Gen. 2. 16, 17. ; 

Q 20. But was not the Eating à little Fruit a 
very {mal Sin? 

A. Tho' the Matter ſeems to be ſmall, yet 
many heinous Sins were comprehended under 
it; as 

1. There was Rebellion againft the 9 
ty and Dominion of Gd, that choſe that fort 
-of Command and Trial. 

2. There was Pride in Coveting to know 
Good and Evil for Himſelf, without due Depen- 
dance on God, Gen. 3. 5, 6+ 

3- There was great Ingratitude, in Tafting 
che only Tree, God had forbidden; while = 


A Confirming Catechiſm. 9 


2. 

more ea: We other Trees of the Garden were liberally 

eſpect it Wranted, Gen. 2. 15, 17. 

d; and MW 4, There was vile Unbelief of the Word of 

was the Pod, and Hearkning to the Tempter more than 

P the Faithful Creator. * 

dience in F 5. There was a wilful Venturing upon that 
death and Deſtruction, that God had threatned. 

| Nature $ Q. 21. I 4 ſinful Nature now convey d o all 

on there $Mankind ? 

ut theſe # 4. Yes; It daily appears that the young Part 

n; Sf Mankind does act ſinfully and corruptly, as 

Is to try Won as it is capable of acting; and we muft 


Place in Heeds conclude, that Man having loft the Inte- 

* moſt of grity and Purity of Nature, can't convey it to 

le. thoſe that are naturally deſcended from Him, 

eable to ob 14. 4. Gen. 5. 3. | 

at they Q. 22. What does Sin againſt God deſerve? 

edience A. It deſerves the everlaſting Wrath and 

\ re of God. 

poſitive. Q. 22. Why does Sin deſerve ſo great 4 Pu- 

ominion, Fniſhment ? 

bjieQtion, F 4. That Sin deſerves ſo great a Puniſhment, 

may, in ſome meaſure, appear, if we conſider, 

Fruit 4 1. That it is an Offence againſt the Infinite 
Majeſty, Holineſs and Juftice of the Bleſſed 

all, yet Cod. 

d under 2. That it is a Refuſal of the Holy Law, and 

Righteous Government of God. 

vereign- 3. That it is the Higheſt Ingratitude of a 

hat fort ¶ reaſonable Creature, that is entirely dependent 
on Jod; and indebted to Him for Life, and 

d know Breath, and all Things. 

Depen- 4+ It is the Creature's Defilement and Pollu- 
tion, whereby it is made unmeet for the Pre- 

Tafting & ſence and Enjoyment of God. | 


hile all Q. 24. 
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Q. 24. Is there no Hope, then, that God's Fa- 
vour and Grace may return to the ſinful Warld ? 

A. Yes, Hope and Aſſurance there is, fince 
God has laid Help upon one that is mighty, and 
ordain'd a Second Adam, a Great Redeemer, 
that is to reftore Grace and Peace to finful Man, 
Rom. 5. 14, 15. 1 Cor. 15. 45, 47, 49. 

Q. 25. Whar may incline you to believe that God 
will recover this guilty World ? 

A. Tho we can't be ſure, that Cod will cer - 
tainly recover the World, unleſs he tells us ſo; 
yet when ke has told us that he will, we may 
ſee theſe Reaſons to entertain the Report; 

r. It's agreeable to his abundant Mercies to 
pity, and help poor miſerable Creatures. 

2. It's agreeable to his Excellent Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs, not to ſuffer a whole World of Neble 
Creatures to be all loft and perith for ever. 

3. It will magnifie his Wiſdom and He“ c 
to confound the Devil, and to deſtroy his Works 
in the World. 

4. It will glorifie Divine Wiſdom, and Power, 
and Love to afford and apply a ſuitable Remedy 
in a Deplorable, Deſperate Caſe. 

Q. 26. Was it not meet that the Recovery of the 
World ſbau d be commined to ſome Great Exir dordi- 
mary Perſon ? 

A. Yes. Very meet and convenient it is; 
for then, | 

1. We may leara more of the Nature, and 
Excellencies, and Honour of God by the Perſon 
and Tranſactions of that Recoverer. 

2. We may learn the Dignity and Excellent 
Nature of Man, that is, by Him, recovered un- 


to Ged. 
3. We 


om and 


Noble Ic indneſs of God, that will have the World reco- 


ver. 
, gf * 
Works 


Power, 
.emedy 


t 4ordi- 


t it is; 


e, and 
Perſon 


xcellent 


red un- 


3. We 
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3. We may better learn the Deplorable Con- 
ition of the World, and the Difficulty of Reco- 


11 


Pering of it, by the State and Services of the 
Recoverer. 


Q. 27. has is the Work that belongs w the Ne- 
overer or Saviour of the World ? 

A. All that Work that belongs to an Heavens 
Prophet, High-Priefr, and King. 

Q. 28. Why maſt the Saviour of the Porld be 4 
Prophet or Teacher ? 

A. The Saviour of the World muſt needs be a 
Prophet or Teacher: Becauſe, 

1. He muft Convince the World of its finfut, 
miſerable Condition, and of its need of Recove- 
to God, PFobn 16. 7, 8. 

2. He muft Declare the Nature, Will, and 


rer*A to Himſelf, Joby 1. 9, 18. 

3. He muſt Declare Himſelf to the World, 
ogether with the Meaning of his Works, and the 
ay of Recovery by Him, 

Q. 29. Does the World, then; need a ſpecial Nę- 


velation from God ? 
'y of the | relation from God, and that, on ſuch Accounts 
Bas theſe, 


A. Yes. Great Need there is of a ſpecial Re- 


t. Tohelp Man's weak and darkned Mind in 
the Diſcovery of his Relations and Duties to God. 
1 Cor. 1. 21. 

2. To aſſure us more fully that God will be 
reconciled to the World, and will certainly par- 
don all our Sms, Eph. 2. 12 


3. To teach ns how he will provide for the 
Hononr of his Holineſ ard Juſtice ; that ſo our 
trembling Conſciences may more eaſily believe, 
that he will be reconciled - and will AF 

. 
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Ad, 13. 38, 39. Eph. 2. 12, 13, 16. Rom. 1, 
17, 18. and Ch. 3. 26. 

4. To teach us the Holy Terms and Mears, 
on and by which we muft he reconciled and re- 
ftor'd to God, Kom. 1. 16, 17. Luke 14. 31, 
32z 32s 

5. To give ſuch full Aſſurance of a Bleſſed 
Life and Immortality hereafter, as may power- 
fully perſwade us to do and bear all that's requi- 
fite in our Way to God, Ad, 17.30, 31. 2 lim. 
1. 9, 10. 

Q 30. by mutt the Saviour of the Warld be 4 
Priel? | 

A. It was requiſite the Saviour ſhou'd be a a 
Prieft, becauſe he muſt, by a great Sacrifice, 
make Atonement to God for the Sin of the 
World, and then, in the Virtue of that Sacrifice, 
intercede with God for his People. 

Q 31. Why muft the Saviour offer ſuch &. 1 
ning Sacrifice to God? 

A. The Saviour muſt offer ſuch an Atoning 
Sacrifice to God, upon ſuch Accounts as theſe, 

1. To Diſplay and Glorife the Holineſs, Juſtice 
and Greatneſs of God, that was diſhonour d, In- 
jur'd and provok'd by the Apoſtacy and Sin of 
the World, Nom. 3. 25, 26. 

2. To repreſent to the World the Evil and 
Dreadfulneſs of Sin, that requires a great Sacri- 
fice and Atonement to be mad: for it, Rom. 8. 
3. Fom. 3. 22, 23, 25. 

3- To glorifie and honour that righteous Law 
that Man h d broken, and that ſentenc'd him to 
Everlaſting Death, Gal. 4. 4, 5+ 

4. To lay an honourable Foundation for God's 
ſending out a reconciling Covenant into the 
the Werld, and for being reconcil'd to —_— 


JVC ks. a. E:. 
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Rom. 1. 


13 
ince He now appears to be Holy, Pure and Juſt, 
Nad yet the Juſtifier of them that believe on this 


Mears, Weconciler, Rom. 3. 25, 26. 2 Cor. 5. 19, 


and re- Po, 21. 
14. 31, Q. 32. What muſt the Sruiour offer in Sacri- 
Bleſſed A. 


ce ro God? 
Power- 


Becauſe he hath nothing Better or more 
Excellent, he muſt offer Himſelf in Sacrifice to 


 requi- the Holy God. #eb. 8. 3. Ch. 9. 12. 
2 lim. Q 33. Why muſt the Saviour be a King? 
A. He muſt be a King, becauſe he muſt give 
4 be 2 Moly Laws and Ordinances to His People, muft 
guide and govern them thereby; muſt defend 
d be a fand prote& 'em againſt all the Enemies of their 
aq ifice, Salvation. 5 | 
of the Q. 34. What Sort of Perſon, then, muſt the Sa- 


viour be? 
A. An Extraordinary, Glorious Perſon he 
ma, ve; both God ard Man, in two diſtinct 
Natures, and One Perſon for Ever. 


rifice, 


0 


on ing Q. 25. Why muſt the Saviour be God? 
eſe, 4. it was requilite, the Saviour ſhou'd be 
uſtice WGod, on ſuch Great Accounts as theſe, 
1, In- 1. That his Submiſhon and Obedience might 
in of render the more abundant Glory to God, who 


had been ſo injur'd, affronted, and abus'd by 
the Sin of the World. 

2. That His Obedience and Death might be 
of ſo great Worth and Value in the Sight of God, 
as to make full Atonement for Sins, to redeem 
our Souls, and purchaſe for us Eternal Life and 
Glory, Pbil. 2. 6, 7, 8. Hebrews 1. 3. Chap. 
19. 16. 

3. That He may be Wiſe and Strong enough 
tocruſh all the Powers of Hell, and of the war. 


—_— > Se __— 
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that oppoſe his People and his Salvation, Fſaln 
2. 7, 9, 12. 

Q. 36. Why muſt the Saviour be Man, as wel 
as God? 

A. It was needful that He ſhou'd be Man 
that he might be One of our World ; made un 
der our Law, and fo might give us a Pattern 0d 
Perfect Obedience; might alſo feel our Sorrow: 
and dye for our Sins; and be a Merciful High 
Prieft, able to pity, and out of pity to ſuccou 
his Brethren, Fb. 2. 17, 18. 

Q. 37. Muſt not the Saviour, then, be in 
differem States and Conditions ? 

A. Yes; it is needful that he ſhou'd ; firſt 
in a State of Humiliation and Meanneſs; ang 
then, in a State of Exaltation and Glory, Luk 
24. 26. 

Q. 38. Why muit He be in an bumbled, ane 
Condition ? b 

A. Tus requiſite, He ſhou'd be in an hum 
bled, mean Condition, that he might be like te 
finful Fleſh, might ſuffer, and dye, and taſte 
the Sorrows that Sin deſerved ; that he migh 
alſo ſhew the deeper Obedience to God, and 
give to his Servants a Great Example of Patience 
Self- Denial and Contempt of the World, Kon 
$. 3. Feb. 2. 9. Ch. 5. 8. Phil.2. 8. Fob 
13. 12, 10 16. 

Q. 39. Why muſt the Saviour be raiſed 10 4 Stat 
of Exalaation and Glosy: 

A. Tis very meet, that the Saviour ſbou'd be 
raid to Higheſt Exaltation and Glory, if we 
conſider, 

1. That all Honour and Glory muſt nee ds b 
due to that Humane Nature, that is W 

| oull 
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fly and nearly united to the Son of God; 
by 1. 14. Heb. 1. 4, 5. 
2. That, when He has by Obedience and 
fferings glorify d God on Farth, He may juſt- 
expett and crave to be glorified with Him in 
eaven, Fobn 13. 31, 32. Chap. 17. 4, 5. 
Q. 40. But, more particularly, wky muſt the Sa- 
ſour riſe from the Dead ? 
A. As twas requiſite that the Saviour ſhou'd 
e for the World, ſo tis requiſite alſo, that he 
Wou'd riſe from the Dead; and that for Divers 
eaſons ; As, 

1. To ſhew to the World that he had fully 
tizfy'd Divine Honour and Juftice, and made a 
rfett Atonement for Sin, Heb. 1. 3. 

2, To Confirm his own Doctrine, and prove 
the World that he was a Teacher ſent of God, 


he] 4 
* inſtruct his Diſciples further in the Na- 


a ure and Affairs of his Spiritual Kingdom; and 
i commiſhon them, out of the Fulneſs of his 
a Power, to go anddilciple the World, As 
2, 2. Mat. 28. 18, 19. 

To aſſure his rs of a Bleſſed Reſur- 
„Gion, like his, Death and the Grave, 
G 


Cor. 15. 20, 49. 

5. That thereupon, he might, in due Time, 
cend up into Heaven. 

Queſt, 41. Why muſt the Saviour aſcend up in- 
Heaven? 

A. When the Saviour has done all bis Work 
Earth, it is meet he ſhou'd then Aſcend to 
eaven ; and that, becauſe, 

1. That's the Place that belongs to Him to 
dom all Glory and Bleſſedueſs is due, Tſalm 


11. p 
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2. It may thence appear how well he is loy'd 
and accepted of God, in all that He did and! 
ſuffer'd for the Salvation of the World, ohn 16. 

» bo. 6% 42 
3. He muſt there be cloath'd with all Authori-# 
ty and Power, to carry on all the Deſigns and 
Affairs of his Salvation in the World, Mar. 28. 
18. As 2. 36. 1 Pes. 3. 22. 

4+ He muſt continually appear before God, 
and interceed with him on the behalf of his Peo- 
ple, left behind him in the World, Heb. 7. 
25, 26. | 

5. He muſt ſend down a Holy, Divine Sprrit 


from Heaven, ohn 15. 26. Chap. 16. 7, &c. 2 
6. He ſhou d be as a Fore-runner, to aſſureſho 
his People, that in due time, they ſhall be re- ict 
ceiv'd into Heaven too, Feb. 6. 20. Fobur:.; 
I4- 2, 3+ 8 C 
Q. 42. Why muſt the Saviour ſend down 2 Di- * 
vine Spirit from Heaven ? 4 
A. It is very meet and requiſite he ſhou'd fend... ; 
down ſuch a Spirit into the World, and that for Ia fte 
ſuch Ends and Work as theſe, | witt 
1. To be his Advocate and Witneſs to the. 
World, that he came from God, and is now gon; z. 
to God again, Fokz 16. 13, 14. Q 
2. To ſupport his Holy and Myfterious _ 
Doctrine, which, otherwiſe, wou'd prove offen- Nor t 
five and ſcandalous to the World, 1 Cor. 1. 18, Nore 


23. Chap. 2. 4, 52 14: : Bi. 
3. To apply and accompliſh-the Salvation heÞWr1-c 
has purchas d, by converting the World unto, 5. 
Himſelf and to God, Ads Ir. 21, 24. 1 Cor. Q 
1. 5 8. 1, Theſ. 15. 6. Tiras . 5a 6. . 4 
4. To furniſh oor a Miniftty Gree? with Eu- 
dowments and Abilities to gather, and build u 


* 
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Church for Him in the World, Eph. 4, 8, 11» 
2, 13. 

nd 5. To be a continued Sanctifier, Seal and Com- 

Sorter to all that believe on the Saviour's Name, 

. 15. 16. 2 Cor. 1. 21, 22. Eph. 1. 

rr 3, 14. 

nd Q 43. Shou'd not, they, the Good Iſſue of the 


3. 207our's Work be well ſecur d ? 
41 A. Tes ſurely; 
* »Tis meet, that God's Eternal Counſel, 


What provided the Saviour and his Work, 
7. Mou'd be for evermore admir'd, by fome or 
ther, effectually brought to Salvation, Eph. 1. 
rig. 5, 6, 8 2 [beſ. 2. 13, 14. 
2. It is ngt meet, that the Saviour Himſ 1f 
T-Shou'd obey, and ſuffer, and die in vain ; or 
© ithout being ſure that a Seed ſhall ſerve Him, 
P/cim 22. 20, 31. . 33. 10, 11, 12. 
A. Whom do you take to be the Styiour of 
be World ? 
A. Tt is Jeſus Chriſt, that was born of a Virgin 
at Bethlehem, was brought up at Nazareth, and 
frerwards liv'd at Capernaum, and was crucify'd 
without the Walls of Feruſalem, Mat. 2. 1. Luke 
4+ 16. Mat. 4. 13. Fobn 19. 17, 1%. Beb. 
13. 12. 
Q. 45. Why was the Saviour a Jew? 
UE . Becauſe God had of old choſen the Nation 
of the Fews to be his peculiar People, and to be 
, foretold, that from them the Meſab, or the 
Anointed Saviour ſhou'd ſpring according to the 
het pieſh, Gen. 12. 3. Aits 3. 25, 26. Gal. 3. 
OB 16. Rom. 9. 4, 5+ 
We Q. 46. % was th: Saviour born of aVirgn? - 
| A. He was born of a pure Virgin, that he 
- might be preſerv'd from that Original Corrup- 
C tion, 
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tion, that defiles the common Nature of Man 
and might be Declar'd to be ſome Extraordinary 
Perſon, by his Miraculous Entrance into th 


World, Lake 1. 35, Mat. 1, 22, 23. = 
. 47. Why mult the Saviour be perfely Holy! enc\ 
A, It was needful the Saviour ſhou'd be per f h 

feftly Holy, becauſe He muſt glorify God by . 2. 

perfect Obedience, muſt give out perfett Lau «1; 

to the World, muſt be a Pattern of perfeUſ igh 

Holinef: to his Followers, and dye a perfect Sa ore 

crifice for Sin, Phil. 2. 28. Mat. 5. 44, 45Mcin « 

43. 1 Cor. 171. 1. 1 Peter 1. 19 3. 


Q. 43. Why do you take Feſus Chrift to be th 
S$guiour of the World? 2 

A. We may well take Jeſus Chrift to be the! 
Saviour of the World, if we duly conſider. 1. 
How well the Saviottr's Perſon, Office and Work NSia 
agrees to Jeſus Chriſt, 2 he is deſcrib'd and de- pu 
clar'd in the Writings of the New Teſtantenc. ©2.g; 
The Propheſies that went before concerning 
Him. 3. The Spirit with which he came. And, gien 


4. His ReſurreQion from the Dead, of t 
49. How does the Saviour's Perſon and Worth 6 
agree 29 Feſus Chriſt? Cai 


A. It may appear to ſerious Conſideration, take 
that the Saviour's Perſon and Work can't be 
more ſaitable and Excellent, more Holy and Di- 
vine, than is to be ſeen in the Perſon and Tranſ- 
actions of Jeſus Chrift, 5. 7. 25, 26. 

50. What is there to commend this way of 
Setuation, by the Death and &:4emprtion of Feſus 
Chrift ? | 

A. This way of Salvation by the Death and ag 
Redemption of the Lord Jeſus, as deſcrib'd and F 7; 
declar'd in the New Teſtament, muſt needs be 
recommended as worthy of all Admiration and 0 

Accep- 
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cceptation, if we ſeriouſly meditate thefe 
Things. 

1. That this way of Salvation is highly glo- 
ious, and agreeable to the Nature and Excel- 
ency of who is Great and Holy, jealous 


J of his Honour, and an Hater of Jniquity. 


2. That it is highly Agreeable to his Great 


Relation and Authority, as the Supreme, Wiſe 
Wighteous Governour of the World; who there - 


ore may juſtly Demand a glorious Sacrifice for the 


ia of the World, Hr. 2. 10. 


3+ That it wonderfully magnifies the Mercy, 


Tore, and Grace of God, in giving ſuch a Savi- 
Four and Sacrifice for the ſinful, miſerable World, 
S Luke 2. 78. 


4. It wonderfully rebukes and condemns the 
in of the World, that muſt be expiated and 
purg'd away by the Blood of ſuch a Sacrific'd 


Redeemer, Nom. 8. 3. Heb. 1. 3. 


5. It wonderfully honours Holineſs and Obe- 
dience to God, by the Obedient Life and Death - 
of the Redeemer Himſelf, Heb. 5. 8. 

6. It wonderfully glorifi-s the Son of God, the 
Saviour Himſelf, that he won'd pleaſe toUnder- 
take and accompliſh ſo Great a Redemption, 
#oln 10. 11, 17, 18. 

7. It lays an Honourabl- and Wonderful 
Foundation for God's calling and inviting the 
World to be Reconcil'd to Himſelf, 2 Cor. 5. 19, 
20, 21. 

8. It is wonderfully ſuited to draw the Mind of 
Man, by the Froſpett of ſo much Love, to the 
Admiration and Love of God, Fobn 3. 15, 17. 
Titus 2. 11, 12. 

9. It wonderf ally ſuits the Caſe of awakened, 
waunded — © who may now {ecucaly 
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fo to God, and be accepted thio' ſuch a Re- 
deemer, Ads 16. 30, 31. Eph. 1. 6. 


10, It lays a wonderful Foundation for the 
Eternal Joys, and T hanks, and Praiſes of all the 


redeemed, ſaved World, Kev. 1. 5, 6. Chap. 


5. 9. 10, 2t- Chap. 7. 9, 10. 

Q. 51. Where are the Propheſies that went be- 
fore concerning Feſus Chris? 

4. They are contain'd in a Book, commonly 
call'd the Old Teſtament, that was given tothe 
Fews many hundred Years before Jeſus Chriſt 
came into the World, Lake 1. 70. 

Q. 52. What ſay thoſe Propbefies concerning him? 

A. They. foretell and fore-ſhew almoſt every 
Thing concerning bim; as, 

1. That he ſhou'd have ſucha Forerunner, as 
Fobn the Baptift was, to prepare his Way, Mal. 
3. 1. Mal. 4. 5, Mas. 11. 10. Mark 1. 2. 
tuke 1. 17. _ 

2. That he ſhou'd be born of a pure Virgin; 
and ſhon'd be Immanuel, God with us, Iſa. 7. 
14. Mat. 1. 22, 23. | 

3. That he ſhou'd carry cn his ſaving Work 
without much Noiſe, or Show, or Oftentation 
in the World, /. 42. 1, 2, 3. Mat. 12. 16, 
17, 18, 19, 20. 

4. That he ſhou'd extreamly ſorrow and ſuffer 
in the World, and at laſt die for our Sins, Iſaiab 
53. 3: 4) 5, 6, Cc. Mark 15. 28. Rom. 4. 25. 
1 Peter 1. 18, 19. Chap. 2. 24. 

5. That he fhou'd be meek and patient in all 
kis Sufferings, I. 53.7. 1 Peter 2. 21, 24+ 

6. That his Hands and Feet ſhou'd be pierc'd. 
and Lots caft for his Cloaths, Pſalm 22. 16, 17, 


18. Mar. 27. 35. Mark 15. 24. Jobs 19. 23, 
7. That 


A Confirming Catechiſm. 217 
7. That he ſhou'd have a rich and honourable 
Burial, . 53. 9. Mark 15. 42, 43,46. Jobn 
9. 28, 39, 40, 41. : 
8. That he ſhou'd riſe again from the Dead, 
. 53 8. Pſalm 16. to. 44s 2. 25, 26, 27, 
S, 30, 31. and ſhou'd aſcend up into Heaven, 
ſalm 110. 1. Ads 2. 34, 35. Pſaim 68. 18. 
Eph. 4. 8. Pſalm 2. 6. | 
9. That his Goſpel and Kingdom ſhou'd be 
oppoſed and hardly receiv'd in the World, I. 
52, 1. Jobn 12. 37, 38. Nom. 10. 16, Pſalm. 
2. 1, 2, 3. Alt 4. 24, 25, 26, 27. 
? 10. That he ſhou'd pour out an heavenly Spi- 
7 8 Tit and ſee the glorious iſſue of his Redemption, 
n the Call and Converfion of the Cemiles, Foel 2. 
28, 29. Iſa. 44-3- As2. 17, 18. Dent. 22. 
21. Kom. 10. 19. I. 65. 1. Rom. 10. 20, Iſa. 
53. 10 11, 12. Ch. 54. 1, 2, 3. Gal. 4. 27. Pſaim. 
1 2 Amos 9. 11. 12. Aﬀs 15.14, 16, 16, 17. 

Q. 53. What was the Spiris with which Feſus 
Chrif came? 

A. The Spirit, in, and with which Jeſus 
Chrift came, was a moſt Excellent, Heavenly 
Spirit, and ſuch as became the Saviour of the 
World: it was a Spirit of Propheſie; a Spirit of 
Power, of Love, and of Wiſdom, or a- found 
Mind, Rev. 19. 10. 2 Tim. 1; 4. 

. $4. How does the Spirit of Feſus appear 10 
be the Spirit of Propbeſie? 

A. It appears by the many Things, that He 
reveal'd and foretold among his Diſciples, as, 

I. His own Sufferings and Death, with the 
way and manner of it, Mark 8. 31. Mat. 17. 
12, 22. Chap, 20. 18, 19. Chap. 26, 2. 
3» 14 


2. Who 
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2. Who it was that ſhou d betray Him int 
his Enemies Hands, ohn 6. 64. Maes. 20 
21, 25. 

3 "That his Servant Peter, netwithftanding 
his Confidence, ſhou'd three times deny Him; 
ſhou'd recover to Repentance; and ſhou'd, whey! 
old, ſuffer a violent Death, Mat. 26. 33, 3. 
Lule 22. 31, 32, 33s 24- Febn 21. 18, 19. 

4. That bis deareſt Companions ſhou'd for- 
fake Him in his laſt Troubles, Mas. 26. 31. 

$- That he Himſelf ſhou'd riſe on the third 
Day from the Dead, and go before them into 
Galilee, Mat. 17. 23. Chap. 26. 32. Mark 14. 
27, 28. 36.9. 

6. That his Servants ſhou'd receive a Divine 
Spirit ta work Miracles, and to propagate his 
Goſpel in the World, Fobn 15. 26, 27. Joln 
14. 12. Mark 16. 17,18, Luke 24. 49. 4. 
1. 4, J. Chap. 2. 33 

7. That the City and Temple of Feruſalem 
ſhou d, in ſhort time, be overthrown z and the 
Fews, for their Unbelief, be deftroy'd by the 
Romans, Mat. 24. 1, 2: Luke 21. 5,6, 20, 21, 24. 

19. 41, 42, 43, 44. 

That his Goſpel ſhou'd be preach d about 
the World, and the Nations ſhou'd believe on 
him, Mar. 24. 14. Fobn 10, 16. Chap. 12. 
31, 32. 

Beſi 


1 

9+ The Predictions he gave to his Servants 
concerning a Apoſtacy; 2 Thef. 2. 3, 4. 
The various Condition of his Church in Future 
Ages, in the Book of Revelations; concerning 
he End of the World, OP that ſhall be 
made on thoſe that then ſhall be — 


A Confirming Catechiſm. 23 


e Proceedings at laſt Judgment, with the 
her Things not yet accompliſh'd, 1 The. 4. 
4, 15, 16, 17. 1 Cor. 15. 51, 52. Mat. 25. 
I, 32, 33» 34. 
5 35. How does the Spirit of Feſus appear to 
e the Spirit of Power ? 
A. It appears to be the Spirit of Power in the 
iracles and mighty Works that he did; He 
ver-rul'd the Powers of the Air and Earth, and 
ell. The Powers of the Air, in lay ing Storms 
nd Winds by his Word; the Powers of Earth, 
n curing all Manner of Diſeaſes and raiſing the 
Dead; the Powers of Hell, in ſilencing the De- 
ils, and caſting them out of the Perſons they 
ad poſſeſs d, Mar. 8. 26, 27. Mat. 4. 23, 24. 
ark, 1. 34. Chap. 5.8, 9, 13. 
Q. 56. How does the Spirit of Feſus appear to 
be the Spirit of Love ? 
© 12-16 appears to be the Spirit of Ext raordina · 
ry Love to God, and Love to Man. 
2 57. How does it appear to be the Spirit of 
Love to God? / 
A. It appears to be the Spirit of Extraordina- 
ry Love to God, in that he makes Love to God 
to be the great Command; Mar. 22. 36, 37, 38. 
continually preaches the Love and Kingdom of 
God, Fobn 3. 16. Mat. 4. 23. continually 
ſuffers for his Service to God, Foha 15, 18, 20. 
continues all Night in Prayer to God, Luke 6. 12. 
continually demands Love and Obedience to 
God, Mar. 5. 26. ſubmits to moſt grievous 
Sorrows, and Death in Submiſhon Obedi- 
dience to God, Fobn 10. 17, 18. Chap. 14. 31. 
# Chap. 18. 11. fo that the Spirit of Feſus is a 
Spirit of Extraordinary Holineſs. 


Q. 28. 
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Q. 58. How does it appear to be the Spirit of 
Love to Man ? 

A. It appears to be the Spirit of Extraordi 
nary Love to Man, in that he makes Love te 
Man his ſecond great Command, Mat. 22. 39 
is continually and miraculouſly doing good to 
Man; 4d, 10. 38. Met. 4. 23, 24. Chap. 14 
I4, 15, 19, 20. continually preaching the Way 
of Salvation to Man; Mark 1. 14, 15. Mil 
4. 1, 2, Oc. commanding all Love and Good- 
neſs towards Men, even towards bittereſt Ene- 
mies; Mat. 5. 44, 45+ and at laſt laying down 
for — * 22. 19, 20. 

59. How does Spirits of Feſus appear ta 
be the Spirit of a ſound Mind? JF 

A. It appears to be the Spirit of Wiſdom or 
a ſound Mind, both in the Anſwers he gave to 
his captious Adverſari-s, and in the Frame of 
Doctrine he has given to the World. 

Q. 60. How does bis Wiſiom appear in bis An- 
fwers to bis Adyzrſaries ? F 

A. His Wiſdom appears there, in that his 
Anſwers are ſo prudent, unexpetted, and apt 
to ſilence his Adverſaries; as his Anſwer to 
their Enquiry concerning his Authority, Mar. 
21. 22, 24, Oc. his Anſwer to their Queſtion 
about paying Tribute to the Koma Emperor, 
Mar. 22: 16, 17, Cc. to their ſuppos'd una ſwer- 
able Objection againſt the Reſurrection of the 
Dead, Mar. 22. 22, 24, 25, Ce together with 
his Examination of them, in Order to prevent 
=p” pa captious Queſtions, Mat. 22. 41, 
42, Oc. | 

Q. 61. How does this Wiſlom appear in the 
£Foirine of Feſus Chriſt : * 

A. There 


Ly 
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A. There muſt needs appear a deal of Ex- 
llent, Heavenly Wifdom in the Doctrine 
zught by Jeſus Chriſt to the World, if we 
lemnly conſider thefe Things, 
1. That it gives us the moſt Excellent and 
'orthy Diſcovery of the Nature, and Attri- 
utes, and glorious Perfections of the Bleſſed 
pod, Fobn 4. 24. Rev. 4. 8. Fames 1. 17. 
Wks 7. 2. Heb. 12. 9. 1 Tim. 6.15. #eb. 4. 
3. 1 Tim. 1. 17. 
2. It moſt clearly repreſents to us how entire- 
dependent the whole World, and all Things 
herein are upon the Will, and Pleaſure, and 
Power of God, for all their Being, Life, and 
derfection, Rev. 4. 10, 11. Chap. 10. 6. Ads 
7. 24, 24, 25, 27, 28. 
3. Tt moſt highly dignifies and exalts the 
ture of Man, repreſenting Him as a Noble 
reature wonderfully Beloved of God, and ca- 
able of Immortal Joy and Bleſſedneſs, 1 Tims 
16. 2 Tim. 1. 9, 10. 
4- It moſt fully reports to us our numerous 
Obligations to God, and to his tree Power and 
.ove, on the Account of Wonderful Creation, 
ind Previdence, and eſpecially Myſterious Re- 
lemption by his own Son, At 4. 24. Ch. 17. 
4, 251 26, Mat. 6. 26. 1 Cor. 4. 20. 2 Cor. 
„1 | 

5, It moſt fully opens to ns the Nature, and 
Evil, and Heinouſheſs of Sin committed againft 


od, 1 Fobn 3. 4, 8. Rom. 2. 8, 9. Chap. 


23. 
6, It opens to us à moſt Wiſe and Wonder: 
Method of Salvation from Sin and Death, 

the glorious Redemption of God's own — 
1 3 L 


L's \4 
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1 Folm 3. 8. Heb. 2. 14, 15, Chap. 9. 14, 1 Hogrit 
24, Oc. Eph. 3. 9, 10, 11. | 

7- It wonderfully honours and reconciles the O. 
various Attributes of God, as his Holineſs and 
Juftice with his Mercy and Grace, in the Wa 
of Salvation there deſcrib'd, Nom. 3. 24, 2 


6.21. or 
_ 10 moſt excellently and fully repreſeniieſ 
and teaches us all that ſacred Duty we owe te 
God, to our ſelves or others, Titus 2. 11,12, 1, 

9. It gives the moſt Excellent Account off 2. 
God's holy Ways and Deſigns in his ſtrange Prou1icl 
vidence and Government of the World, Rem Net. 1 
It. 26, 30, 31, 32, 36. 3 . 

10. It gives us the moſt Eminent Account oi th- 
the unſeen Worlds; the World of Light andi nent!) 
Joy above us, with the Inhabitgnts and Em | 
ployments there; the World of Pflniſhment ar 
Darkneſs, with the Inhabitants and Mueri 
that are there, Luke 16. 22. | Heb. 12. 22, 23 
24. Rev. 4. 8. Chap. 7. 15, Cc. Luke 16. 23 
Mar. 25. 41. 3 1 a 

11. It gives us mo cot 
of the Concluſion of this World, and of the 
Everlaſting States and Abodes of Mankind, 

Mat. 25. 31, Oc. Rev. 28. 11, 12, 

12, It repreſents and offers to us the moſt 
Noble and Excellent Blefſedneſs that Humane 
Nature is capable of, Rev. 21. 1; to 6. 

Q. 62. Did Feſus Chriſt communicate the ſam 
Spirit to bis Followers? | 5 

A. Nes. There was an appointed Time, viz. 
Penticeſt; at which, according to his Promiſe, 

He, in an Extraordinary Manner, pour'd out 
the (ame Spirit; on his Apoſtles, chat they 
might ſucceſsfully preach and propapate Bis 
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octrine about the World, Luke 24 49. A, 
4, 5 Chap. 2 3, 4, Ge 

Q. 62. But how does the ReſurreTion of Feſus 
Friſt prove bim to be the Saviour of the Werld? 
did not others riſe as well as be? 

A. Yes, they did; But there is a great Þ iffe- 

nce betwixt their Reſurrection, and that of 
ſas Chriſt; and that upon theſe Accounts, 

1. Jeſus Chriſt often foretold his Reſurrecti- 
n from the Dead, Mat. 17. 24. Chap. 29. 19. 

2. He alledg'd his Reſurrettion, as a Siem, or 
ublick Witn=fs for him to that Generation, 
fat. 12. 25, 39. 40. Mar. 16. 4. 

2. He declar'd he muſt riſe from the Dead, 
dg the good Shepherd of the herp, ard conſe— 
uently, as the Saviour of the World, Jolu 
» 14, Ge. 

„ .Qrhers were rai d by tim, and in his 
ame, to confirm this, that he was the Saviour 

the World, Fon 11. 25, 41, 42, 42,44. 40. 
26, 37, Cc. 

Q. 64. What Reaſon bro? ꝛcu to believe that 
ſus Chriſt is riſen from the d-14? 

A. There is Reaſon enough to helieve that 
> iS riſen f om the dead, it we conlider theſe 
ings, 

1. That he ofn appear'd to the Ali-mHlies 

his Diſciples, yea, to five Hundred of them 

once; did eat with them, and teach *em the 

fairs of his Kingdom, Ads 1.3. 1 Cor. 25. 
Fon 2. 13, 14, 15. 

2. That his Diſciples were loath to believe be 
Ws riſen, 'till be had given them good “ ſſu- 
ence of it, by ſeeing and handling him, Fobn 
. 20, 25, 27. Like 24. 10, 11, 35, 39, 40. 
$ D 3. I hat 


F 
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2. That the Apoſtles were commanded te 
preach his Reſurrection firſt in that City- and 
Country, where it was moſt likely to be dif 
prov'd, had it been falſe, Luke 24. 46, 47 
2, 42. 
: 4. That they confirmd this Doctrine of 
Chrift's Reſurrection with Miracles and mighty 
Works where ere they came, Mark 16, 20. 
Acts 4. 10. 
5. That many Churches and Congregations 
of Chriftians were ſoon planted in that and othe 
Countries, upon the Belief of Chriſt's ReſurYWor! 
rection, by the Evidence that Doctrine broughary 
along with it, At 2. 41. Chap. 4. 4. ChapWwith 
9. 31. Chap. 11. 21, 26. they 
8. That the Lord's Day, or Firſt Day of thwhic! 
Week was thereupon ſolemnly obſerv'd in Reo ſu 
membrance of Chriſt's Reſurrection from t. 
Dead, Jolu 21.18, 19, 26. 41 20. . K 
* 8 
7. That the Apoſtles and Vinifters of thi 
Goſpel were not to preach to the World, til 
atrer Chriſt's Reſurrettion ; ſo that their Minit 
17 among the Gentiles is a Witneſs, that he is ri 
t--1n trom the dead, Mat. 10. 5. Luke 24- 46, 47 
43, 49. 425 1. 4, 8. 
38. That the Apoſtles and firft Miniſters o 
this Doctrine had Reaſon enough to renounce it 
had it been falſe; ſince it colt em Reproaches 
Sorro'vs and Petſecutions wherever they came 
Ad, 4. 21. Chap 5. 17, 18. Chap, 8. 1. Chap 
20. 22. 8 Cove 4. 9. | 
Q. 65. Why do you think the ¶ viters of the Nea 
T-tinaent wrote the Truth ? 
A. There is Reaſon enough to believe that 
the Writers of this Doctrine in the Net 
Teſtament 
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eftament, wrote Truth, if we conſider thele 
Ibegs; 

t, That two or three W itneſſes are wont to be 
„eliev'd; but now, here are eight, who, tho 

they all wrire not the Hiſtory of Jeius Chriſt, . 
ofly<t give their joint Teftimony to the Doctrine 
concerning, him. 

2. That theſe Writers do not pretend to ſet 
up by their Writings, the firſt Belief of this 
MDoGrine ia the World; but report it as a Do- 
trine already receiv'd and entertain'd in the 
World; and entertain'd by Virtue of Extraordi- 
Wary Evidence and Confirmation it brought along 
with it; for the Truth of which Confirmation, 
hey appeal to Famous Cities and Churches, 
which cou'd ealiily confute and ſhame them, it 
o ſuch Confirmation had been given. Rom. 15, 
8.9% 1 Cor. 1. 5, 6, 7. Chip 12. 10. Cal. 
| a? 1 ef tl, 5. Hieb. 2. 4. 4A, 8. IS, 16, 
7. Chap. 9. 42. Chap. 19. 6. 

3. hat their Doctrine concerning the Savi- 
dur's cruel, and ſhameful Death, is too ſtrange 
and incredible to be à politick Invention: they 
cou'd never expect, that by any Pi obability of it's 
„Neon, it would ever prevail or proſper in the 

World, 1 Cor. 1. 22, 23. Chap. 2 6. 
oF 4. That it is altogether incredible, that theſe 
it Writers ſhoud'd thus make it their deſign to 
„promote and propagate the ſame, and Glory of 
e Wone, that they knew to be only a poor Man, 
ſhamefully put to Death, and unable to do them 
any good, 1 Cor. 15. 19. | 

5. The whole Frame of their Doctrine conſi- 
der d together, appears too high, holy, and ſa- 
cred to be an humame Invention, Aom. 1. 16, 17. 
cor. 2. 6, 7, 8. 1 Tim. 3. 16. 

D 2 6. It 
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6. It appears by the multiplied Diviſions officriſy, 
the Woild, and particularly of Chriftians, that. Worle 
it wou'd be next to impoſhble for theſe Writers . 
to agree long either in deviſing or maintaining Cri, 
ſuch a ftrange, unaccountable Loarine, As 15. 
39. Gal. 2. 11, 12, 13, 14 

7. Theſe Writers are ſo plain, humble, and 
{:ncere, they report their own ard one anothers 
Faults and Miſcarriages; ſuch Evidence there is of 
their Integrity, M:rk. 9. 32, 33, 34. OMate 26, 
40, 43, 70, 72, 74. Like 9, 54, 55. Mat. 25. 2. 
58. Ads 15. 39. I Cor. 15 9 Acce] 

3, The Spirit of theſe Writers breaths ſof God: 
much Purity and Holineſs, ſo much Fear ande. 40 
Love of God, that they plainly appear too 3. 

eligious and good to blaſpheme God, and as th 
cheat the World, by ſuch a deviied Lye, Ron. ll. 
11. 33» 34, Oc. Ch. 12. 1, 2. 1 Theſ. 4. 1. 20. 


can d. 
be ou 

1 
and L 
dem p 


9. They breath too much Goodneis and Cr = 
both to the Bodies and Souls of Men, to be conci 
willing to impoſe upon em and delude em, Ws. 20 


Mite 3. 44. 45» 1 Cor. I. 3, 4. Ch. 16. 1 
22, 24. Phil. 4. 1. 1 Theſe 2. 7, 8. Pbil- Rand C 
1. 8. Ocdi 

10. They freely reprove, rebuke, and chide all cp. 
the Dilciples, that walk not according to this 6. 
Doctrine; as not feariag, that upon their Diſ- Wdom, 
pleaſure, or Revolt, they can open or diſcover I Com 
any Falihood, or Deceit, in the Doctrine they i. -. 
had receiv;id, 1 Cor. 3. 1, 3. Ch. 11. 27, 6 
22. Ch. 15. 34. Gil. 3. 1. 2 Tim. 4. 2. ec 


1 Tim. 5. 20. Tit. 1. 13. 3 Jobn 9. IC. 1 A. 
Theſe 2. 5. Wor 

11. It will be found that the moſt ſerious & com 
Lovers and Followers of theſe Writers and theit : 


Dot. ine, will be the moſt remote from Hy po- 
Crily, 
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criſy, Deceit, and Guile of any Perſons in the 
World, 1 Pet 2.1, 2, 1 Theſ. 2. 10. 

Q. 66. What is the Duty, then, we owe to Feſus 
Chrifs, as Saviour of the World? 

A. We owe him our ſelves, and all that we 
can do for him; particularly theſe Things muſt 
be our Duty to him. 

1 We ſhonld ſtudy to know him, his Office, 
and Love, and Works in the Aﬀair of our Re- 


, demption. I Cor, 2. 2. Phil. 3 8. _ 


2. We muſt believe in him, Approving and 
Accepting him as one able and wing to lead us 
God and Eternal Life, Fobn 3. 16, 18, 26. Chap. 
6. 40. 

3. We ſhou'd admire, love, and bleſs him, 
as the great Lover and Redeemer of Souls, 
Phil, 2. 3. Epb. 6. 24. Neu. 1. 5. Gal. 2. 
20. 

Ae ſhou'd be willing to come, and be re- 
concil'd, and reftor'd to Cod by him, 2 Cor. 
5. 20» Feb. 7. 25. 

5. We ſhou'd gladly receive all his Connick 
and Commands, with all che Yreſcriptions and 
Otdinances he ha appointed, Fokn 14. 15. 
Chap. 15. 14. 1 Cor. Il, 2. 

6. We ſhow'd eſpouſe hi; Cauſe, and King- 
dom, and Intereſt; and hope, and wait for his 
Com ing gain, A, 15. 28. John 15. 12. Col. 
3. 24. 

G. <7, Has, vom, this Lord Teſus ſet up 4 
peciility Religion of kis own in the Ii 1d? 

A. Yes, He has ordaind a peculiar Way of 
Worſhip and + Approaching to God, which is 
commonly calld, Th: Chri/tian Religion, 1 Pet. 
4 76, | 


42 
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N. 68. Vu difference bas there been in 17.4: 
Religion ſince the World began? 

A. There has been conſiderable Difference in 
true Religion, ſince the World began; tor wt 
muſt conſider Religion, firſt, as it was exercis'd 
in the State of Innocence, before Sin entred into 
the World; and then as it was exercis'd in a 
State of Guilt, after Sin's Entrance into the 
World. 

Q. 6g. How was Religion exercis'd in the State 
of Innecency ? 

Anſw. In the State of Innocency, Man being 
pure and perfe&, had immediate Acceſs to God 
and Converſe with him, without a Mediator 


without a Sacrifice for Sin, without ſuch Aa 
and Services as do make a Confeſhon of Sin; 


but in the ſtate of Guilt, there muſt be all theſe, 
Cen. 1. 26, 27. Chap. 2. 8, 16,17, Heb. 8. 7. 
Chap. 9. 15. Chap, 13. 8. 8 S 44 
Q. 70. What other Difference is to be obſerv 
in true Religion? | 
A. True Religion, as exercis'd in the State 
of Guilt, fince Sin entred into the World, is to 
be conſid-r'd under this Uifference ; Firft, as it 
wasexercis'd before Jeſus Chrift, the Redeemer, 
came into the World, and then, as it is exercis'd 
ſince. 
Q. 71. Ww was Religion exereis d before ile 
Nędermer came? 
A. Before the Redeemer came, tie Exerciſe 
of Religion was attended with Abundance of 
Types, « ceremonies and Sacrifices which did not 
only confeſs Sin, but acknowledg'd alſo that 
wickout Shedding of Blood there was no Remiſſi- 
on, and that the Redeemer was not yet come bo 
| ta 


A Confirming Catechiſm. 33 


-Ftake away Sia by the Sacrifice of himſelf, eb. g. 


1, 2, 3, KC. 10, 12, 22, 26. 

Q. 72. Why was that Frame of Worſhip aboliſh'd, 
when the Redeemer came ? 

A, That old Frame of Religious Worſhip was 
to be aboliſh'd, when the Redeemer came, and 
that, for ſuch Reaſons as theſe; 

1. It conſiſted of many outward, ſenſible, car- 
nal Ordinances, which were not ſo agreeable to 
a more grown, and ſpiritual State of the Church, 
Gal. 4. 1, 2, 3, 4+ Col. 2. 20, 21, 22, with 
Chap, 3. 1. 

2. Thoſe Ordinances were Types, Shadows 
and Figures of good Things to come, and ſo 
muſt ceaſe when good Things themſelves were 
truly come, Heb. 9. 10, 11, &c. Chap. 10. 1, 
12, 14. 

3. They were numerous, heavy and cumber- 
2, and thereupon not ſo agreeable to that 
Eaſe? and Peace, and Liberty that the Redeem- 
er wou'd afford to the Sons of God, , 15. 10. 
Gal. 4. 9. Chap. 5.1, 12. Eph. 2. 14, 15. 

Q 72 What is the State of R-ligion, now, un- 
der the Reign and Kingdom of the Redeeme» / 

A. The State of Religion now under the H. gn 
and Kingdom of the Redeemer, is exc-2ding 
bright, and excellent, and heavenly; ſuch as is 
ſuitable to the Nature of Cod, that is, to be 
worſhipped ſuitable to the Office of a Redeeme 
er, that ſets it up; and to the Caſe of a finful, 
yet redeemed World. 

Q. 74. How does Chriſtian Religion appear ſui- 
ted to the Nature of God? 

A. The Chriſtian Religion appears highly 
ſuited to the Nature and Honour of the Eternal 
God, if we ſcrioully mind theſe Things; 

1. It 
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us from all the Enemies of our Souls, and to 
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r. It ſummons us to ſtudy and admire the I the 
boundleſs Na ture, and Attributes, Perfection, Redeer 
and Bleſſedneſs of the Eternal God, as the chief 2. It 
Employment of our Minds, obn 1 7. 3. ad Ho 

2. It ſets up God as the Principal Author and Meemet 


Cauſe of all Worlds, and of all the Goodneſs, 3. i 


Beauty, and Excellency that is in any of them, Ing th: 
4, 4. 24. Ads 17.24, 26. Rev. 4. 11. Chap. Ind Sc 
10. 6. Nom. 8 
3. It proclaims God and his Glory to be the 4. 
Nobleft, Higheft End of all Things; for whoſe e W 
Pleaſure and Honour all Things were decreed, ad C. 
created, and diſpos'd, Rev. 4.11. Epb. 1. 11. . 
Rom. 11. 36. 1 Cor. 10. 31. 1 Pet. 4. 11. leſh, 


4. It calls to ſtudy and applaud the Amazing 
Love and Grace oſ od, as the great Spring of 
our Redemption, Freraal Salva ion, and all 
Mercies belonging ci reunto, 1 Fubn 4. 9, 10 

It calls us to frudy and obſerve wu 
and T aw of God, as the great Rule of our 
Hearts and Lives, and to dread whatſoever is 
contrary thereto, Frames 2. 10, 11, 12. 

6. It teaches u fo lay up 01: Hopes and foys 
in the Favour of God, in the holding of his 
Face, and Dw-lling in his Glory for ever, i Theſ. 
4. 17, 18. Rev. 21. 23, 24. Chip. 22. 3, 4. 

Q. 75. Lom is the Chiſtian R igion ſuited to 
the Cffice of A Redvemer ? 

A. Since *tis the Office of a Redeemer to ſave 


bring us to God, the Chriftian Religion will ap- 1. 
pear excellently ſuited o that Deſign and Work, Nguilt 
if we med itate theſe Things, rivat 

1. The Chriſtian Religion gives us an Excel- 3.9 


lent Proſpect of the Blefled God, in the Perſon 
01 
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e i the Wiſe and Mighty, the Holy and Gracious 

1, Medeemer, 2 Cor. 4. 6. 

fl 2. It mightily commends and honours Duty 
ad Holineſs in the perfect Obedience of the Re- 

d Reemer himſelf, Heb. 5. 8. 

„ z. it loudly calls us off from Sin, by ſhew- 

„ng the Evil and Wages of it in the Agonies 

„nd Sorrows of the Redeemer, Luk? 22. 44. 

Nom. 8. 3. 

En & It . the Emptineſs and Enmity of 
* ne World, by the Redeemer's Contempt of it, 
„Jad Conqueſt over it, Foby 16. 33. 

„. it teaches us to maſter and ſubdne the 

leh, by the Redeemer's Poverty, and Mean- 

es, and Self-denial to the Death, 2 Cor. 8. 9. 
bil. 2. 5, 8. 

6. It teaches us the Temptations and Malice 
pf the Powers of Darkneſs, by the Redeemer's 
ones wirh them and Conqueſt over them, 
uke 4. 1, 2, 12, 14. 

7. It ſheus us the Reward and Crowa God 
as for his faithful Servants, in the Joys and 

lories to which the Redeemer is gon, ,Fobn 12. 
26. Chap. 14. 2, 3. 

Q. 75. How is the Cbriſt iin Religion ſuited to 
be Caſe of 4 ſinful, guilry World ? 

A. The Chriftian Religion will appear won- 
derfully ſuited to the Caſe of a ſinful and guilty 
Vorld, if we conſider theſe Things zelating 
o it; 

1. It eminently diſcovers to us our ſinful, 
guilty State, with the Riſe, and Spring, and De- 
rivation of ic to all the World, Rom. 5. 12. Chap. 
3.9. Eph. 2.3. 

2. It eminently tends to convince the World, 
of Sin and Miſery ; and of the uſtice, and Righ- 

tcouſnefs 
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teouſneſs of God in its deſerv'd Condemnation 
and Deſtruction, em. 3. 19, 20, 21, 22, 22. 

3. It lays the Beginning of Religion in a de: 
Humiliation, Griet, and Self-abaſement for Sin 
and ſuch Repentance as leads the Heart from it 
to God, Mat. 3. 1, 2. Chap. 4.17. As 3.1 
2 Cor. 7. 10. 

4. That this Humiliation and Repentance may 
be the more holy and deep, it plentifully repre- 
ſents to us the abundant Compaſſkons and ten- 


der Mercies of that God, that has been injur'd 


and provok'd by our Sin, ohn 3 16. 1 Folbn 4 
9, 10. Rom. 5, 7, 8. Chap. 3. 4. 

5. It wonderfully prevents and ſupprefſes the 
Deſpair of the finful, guilty World, in the Help 
that is prepar'd ; the plentiful Redemption and 
Forgiveneſs that is provided for the Chief ot Sin- 
ners, Nom. 3. 24, 25. Chap, 5. 16. 1 Cor. 6. 1 
1 Tim. 1. 1%. „ 


6 Tt wonderfully cuts off th= Security andi 


Preſumption of the firful World, in filly refti- 
fying. that without Repentance and Holineſs there 
ſhall be ne Salration 6: iceing of Cod, Ads 3. 
19. 2 The 1. 3 Heb. 12. i 4s 

7. It catis th: Chi? to a contiaual Fight 
and Wor againſt din and Corruption within 
and ag21nft the numerou, Snaces and Tem prati- 
ons that are round a out, 1 Cor. 9 24, 26, 27. 

8. It calls hi» co .xpetF rred and Perſe- 
cution in the Way of Religion, {1+ ungod- 
ly, malicious World, Mar. 10. 34, 35, 26. 38. 

9. It ſheus him his Remedy and Cure for all 
this Sin and Sorrow in the Love and Grace of 
God by Jeſus Chrift, Heb. 12. 2. 

Q. 77. How is the Chriſtian Religion ſuited to 
the Caſe of a r:deemed World? 2 
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on A. The Chriftian Religion will appear ex- 
lently ſuited to the Caſe of a redeemed World, 
F we conſider ſuch Things as theſe ; 
nl 1. It eminently illuſtrates and opens that glo- 
iious Attribute (ſo little known in the reſt of 
o She World) the Holineſs, Juftice, and Righteouſ- 
gef of God, that thence we may ſee the Expe- 
wIdiency, Uſe and Othce of a great Redeemer, 
e Pom. 1. 17. Chap. 3. 25, 26. 1 Jon 2 1,2. 
n- 2. It cenſures and condemns all our Goodneſs 
dad Obedience, as unable to bear God's ftri& 
4JTrial and Judgment; that ſo we may receive 
the Redeemer as the Lord our Righteouſneſs, 
el chro whom we are juſtified and accepted with 
pod, Rom. 2. 20, 21, 22. Eph. 1. 6, 7 
d 2. It teaches us to come with holy Boldneſs 
-Ito che Bleſſed God, depend ing not merely on 
overeign, abſolute Mercy and good Will, but 
bn Frm as ſatisfy d, aton'd and reconcil'd by the 
i ineſtimable Death and Righteouſneſs of the great 
NRedeemer, Nom. 5. 2 Fph. 2. 13, 14, 18. 
4. It teaches the truly Chriſtian World (amidft 
their Sins and Sorrows) to live in the Belief of, 
and Dependance on the Redeemer's conftant In- 
terceſſion with God in Heaven, dom. 5. 10. 
Heb. 6. 19, 20. Ch. 9. 24. 
5. It teaches us all that Love to God, and Joy 
in him, and Thanks to him, that become; a 
Worid redeem'd from Sin and Death, Fom. 5. 
2, 3,5, 11. Eph. 3. 20, 21. +:4:. 24 and 25, 
6. It teaches us a C onverſation in H-aven, as 
thoſe that have been Redeem d tor that State 
and Company, Phil, 3. 20, 21. Col. 3. 1,2, 3. 
Leb. 12. 22, 23, 24. 
7. It teacheꝭ to prepare and look with Hope 
and Joy for Death, as a departure to the Re- 
deemer, 
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deemer, and the bleſſed Part of the Redeemeqentme 
World, Phil. 1. 23. Ads 7. 5g. Heb. 12. 2306+ 1 

So that the Chriſtian Religion is the moſh 7+ 1 
Proper, Suitable Religion of an apoſtatized,equir? 
b-loved, redeemed World. 

Q. 78. What then, are the peculiar Excellence 
or Properties of the Chriſtian Religion? 

A. The peculiar Excellencies, and glorious 
Properties of the Chriftian Religion, are ſuch 
as theſe; 

* 1. It is the moft Holy Religion, moſt highlyWig! 
magnifying God, and his Will and G race; moſt 
ſtrictly demanding all Veneration, Love and 
Obedience, for him, 1 Pet. 1. 15, 16. 

2. It is the moft Spiritual Religion, prepar d 
ts dwell in Souls, to purge Spirits and Conſcien- 
ces, to make them like the Father of Spirits, and 
fit them for the World of perfect Spirits, Fobn 
4. 23, 24. Fom. 14. 17. Heb. 12. 9, 10 
Col. 1. 12. 

3. It is the moſt chaſt and clean Religion, 
Purifying Bodies, as well as Souls; Exalting both 
to Santtification and Honour, 2 Cor. 7. 1. Rem. 
12. 1. 2 Theſe 4. 3, 4. 

4. Tt is the moi wiſe, agreeable Religion; 
ſtrangely accommedated to the guilty Sinner's 
Calc, providing all the Salvation and Encourage- 
m nt that he needs. 1 Cor. 1. 24, 30, 31. 

5. It is the moſt humbling, ſelf-abaling Re- 
ligion, cutting off all Pride, Conceit and Boaft- 
ing, laying Fourdation for all Humility, Meek- 
neſs and Selt-Denyal, Mat. 5. 3, 4, 5. Nm. 3. 
27. Rom. 11. 20. 1 Cor. 4. 7. | 

6. It is the moſt quieting, contenting Religi- 
on; preparing all Satisfaction, Eaſe, and Con- 
tentment 
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entment for all Circumſtances, Mar. 6. 25, 26,5 
De. 1 Tim. 6. 6, 7, 8, on 

7. It is the moſt righteous and juſt Religion; 
quiring all Honefty, Uprightneſs and Juſtice 
1 all Franſattions among Men, Mat. 7. 12. 

8. It is the moſt loving, uniting, peaceful 

Religion; laying beſt Foundations for all good 
nion, Love and Peace among Men, Eph. 4. 3, 
5,6. Ch. 5. 1, 2. 
9 lt is the moſt uſeful, publick ſpirited Re- 
yWigion 3 commanding all to be ſerviceable to 
{@pthers, and do all the Good they can, Heb. 13. 
di, 16. 2 Cor. 9. 11. 

10. It is the moſt ſince re, diſintereſted Reli- 
dion z Commanding all to do their Service and 
1-FGood in the World, not for ſelfiſh Ends, and 
I FWorldly Lucre ; but out of Love to Goodneſs, 
nd to chat commands it, Luke 14. 13, 14. 

11. 1 moſt ingenious, thankful Religi- 

nz requiring all Gratitude and grateful Ac- 
aowledgment to be paid to Cod, as the great 
Blefler of the World, and to Men, as Convey- 
rs of his Bleſſings, Col. 3. 15. 2 Cor. 9. 12. 
12. It is the moſt ſweet and joyful Religion, 
eaching us to live in the pleaſant Love of God, 
n the Taſtes of his Love to us, and in the joy 
ul Expectations of living with him in his Glory, 

Theſ. 4. 17, 18. Kom. 5. 1, 2, 3, 5, 11. 

Q 79. Are there any other Commendations of 
be Chriſtian Religion? 

A. Yes; very many; particularly ſuch as 


1. The Chriftian Religion tends mightily to 
@dvance and improve Man's Mind and Under- 
tanding, by calling him to converſe with the 


noft Excellent and Heavenly Objects and Affairs. 
| E Col. 
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Col. 1. 9, 10, 26, 27. Kom. 12. 2. Phil. 31 8. J. 
20, 21. 1 Job 1. 3. d Aid 

2. It tends to improve and Exalt Man's Hearggo Sin a 
and Spirit, by ſetting them on God, and Heaven b. 4. 
and the moft Heavenly Enjoyments, Col. 3. 1, 2$0, to 
Rom. 8. 6. 1 Pet. 1. 3, 4, 6, 7, 8. 9. It 

3. It purges and refine; the whole Man, mor er al 
tityſng ali Luſts, and inſtigating to the moſt noſhe w inę 
ble, maſculine and ſpiritual Offices, Duties an-:<5. 1 
Employments, Eph. 4. 17, 22, 23, 32. Romances © 
13, 13, 14. 1 Cor. 15. 58. Ch. 16. 13, 14. 10. 

4. It affords the moſt Wiſe, and Excellenthnd Tc 
Rule; for ſpending of Time, and for Governpre on 
ment and Conduct of Life, Eph. 5. 15, 16. 1 Corffoly, 
7. 29, 1033, 1 Theſ. 4. 11, 12. 2 Theſ. 2. 128, b. 
12. 1 Tin. 6. 17, 18, 19. 

5. It offer; and ſuggeſts the moſt Excell 
and Noble Motives and Arguments to ſupport 
and entorce ali our Service and Dility; ſuch 
are taken from our man ĩfold Obligations to God 
on the Account of his Love and GOOdneſs in Creffdoms : 
ation Preſervation and Providence, and eſpeci 
ally in his Redemption, and Reconciliation of th 
World by Jeſus Chriſt, Eb. 12. 9. Col. 3. 1 3. 
Fames 1. 17. 1 Pet. 2. 3. 1 Cor. 6. 19, 20 Means. 
2 Cor. 5. 19, 20. EFpb. 4. 32. World 
6. It provides a moſt Excellent, holy graciougi Q. 
Spirit, for Sanctifying of Souls, and Raiſing then ibe 1; 
to the Love of that Duty that God require, 4. 
Fph. 1. 17, 18. 2 Cor. 3. 3. Heb. 3. 10. Non the W 
8. 9, 13, 14. pear, 

7. It propoſes and promiſes the moſt excel 1. 
tent and noble Reward and Happineſs thatſ jets t 
Man's Nature is capable of, Fobn 3. 17, 21, 22 ours 3 
23. 1 Cor. 15. 49, 33, 54+ 1 Theſe. 3. 23: 

Ch. 4. 16. 18. N 
8. It 


Fears e 
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8. It affords the beſt Arguments, Armour 

d Aid againſt all Temptations and Enticements 
$0 Sin and Ungadlineſs, Eph. 5. 1. Rev. 2. 23. 
b. 4. 13. Fph. 4. 30. 2 Cor. 5. 10. Eph. 6. 

©, % 10. Feud? 20, 21. 

9. It affords the beſt Relief ard Supports un- 

rer all the Calamities and Purdens of Liſe; 
oShewing the 3-nerits that may accrue thereby, 
cb. 12. 11 12. m. 5. 3, 4, 5. Ch. 12. 12. 
eme 5. 7, 8, 10, 1. Ch. 1. 12. 
10. It threaters the moſt dreadful Puniſhment 
And Torments to unchang:d Sinners; Such that 
Pre onlv ſuitable to the Bourdleſs Wrath of an 
Poly, Incenſed Cod, Mart. 25. 46. 2 The. 1. 
, 9. Kev. 14. 10, 1» 

Q. 8c. hit elſe kave you to commend the Cłriſti- 
17 * 
. There are three Things more that emi- 
tly conftnd the Chriſtian Religion; as, 
1. It excellently ſerves the Welfare of King- 
Noms and States. | 
2. It provides the beft remelies againſt the 
ears of Death. 

3. It is, by the moſt Excellent Ways and 
Means, to be mainta in'd and propagated in the 
World. 


 Q. $t. How does the Chriſtian) Religion ſerve 

ihe Welfare of Cham and States? 

A4. The Chriſtian Religion excellently ſerves 
the Welfare of Kingdoms and St:tes, as may ap» 
pear, if we confider theſe Things, 

1. The Chriftian Religion commands all Sub- 
jefts to honour, ſupport, and obey their Govein- 
ours and Magiſtrates, Nom. 13. 1, 2, 7. 


1 2. It 
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2. It requires all Mag iſtrates to rule and go-Jeſus, 


ver" their dubjects with all Juſtice, Equity, Com- 
Paſſion and Clemency, Rom. 13. 3, 4. 

3- It moſt ſtrictly forbids all Cozenage, Guile 
and Wrongs, that are the uſual Cauſes of Con- 
tention and Complaints, Kom. 13. 7, $, 9. 
s Theſe. 4. 6. 

4. It conquers and ſubdues Pride, Ambition 
and Covetouſneſs, and all thoſe Lufts, that are 
the ſecret Cauſes of Guile, Injuries and Wrongs, 
Rom. 12. 16. Col. 3.2. Fpb. 5. 5. 

5. It enjoyns all that Unity, Love and Uſeful- 
. nefs, whereby Societies may proſper and flouriſh, 
Romans 14. 19. 1 Theſe 5. 14, 15. 

6. It eſtabliſhes the Performance of mutual 
Duties, both of Superiors and Subjects, and of 
Subjeſts towards each other, on the moſt noble, 
iaſting Principles, as Conſcience topards God 
and the Remembrance of a ſti ict and ſevere 
{adgment to come, Rom. 13.5. 2Cor. 5. 10. 

Q. 82. How does Chriſtian Religion provide the 
beſt Remedies againſi the Fears of Death? 

A. The Chriftian Religion provides the beſt 
Remedies againft the Fears and Terrors of ap- 
proaching Death, by ſuch ſuitable Means as 
theſe, 

1. It ſh-ws us how Sin (that brought Death 
into the World) is to be blotted out and forgi- 
ven, thro' the Death and Sacrifice of the Son of 
God, Eph. 1. 7. Col. 2. 12, 14. 

2. It brings Life and Immortality into clearer 
Light and View by the Reſurrection and Glory 
of the Lord Jeſus, 2 Tim. 1. 10. John 14. 
2, J+ 

3. It warrants dying Believers to commit their 
departing Souls into the Hauds of the Lord 


Jeſu, 
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o Jeſus, to be, by him, receiv'd to Glory, As 
7. 59. 

ö 4. It gives us the fulleſt Aſſurance of a happy 
le Reſurrection from the Dead, 1 Cor. 15. 
- Q. 83. What Aſſurance bave you, then, that 
0, Your Souls are immortal? 
A. We are plainly led to believe that our 

n ISouls are immortal, and dye not with our Bo- 
e dies, when we folemnly contider theſe Things; 
„ 1. The Powers and Operations of the Soul 

in Reaſon, Will, and Memory, ſhew it to be 
- £ quite of anotber Nature, and higher Excellency, 
than the Body that is govern'd by it. 

2. There i; a Natural Conſcience in Man, 
that teaches him to fear Neath, as a Paſſage 
into another State and World, Rom. 1. 15. 
Numb. 23. 10. a 

3. We find that the Belief ot Immortality. 
ith th&EHopes and Fears of another World, are 
neceſſary to the Order and Peace of this in 
v. hich we live, 1 Cor. 15. 32, 39. 

4. The Redemption and Reconciliation of the 
Soul co God by the Death of the Lord Jeſus, is 
an admirable Demonſtration of its Excellency 
and Immortality. Pom. 8. 10. Heb. 12. 23 

5. It is not credible, that a!! the Storie:, that 
have been in all Ages, concerning the Appa- 
ritions of departed Souls, ſhou'd be nothing elſe 
wan Fancy or Fable. | . 

Q. 84. Hew is the HiFi Ro!cion.to be main- 
Liin'd and progagued 7 

* 3 A. The 
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A. The Chriſtian Religion is to be propaga- 
ted by the moſt excellent Means imaginable ; 
fuch that are ſuitable to the Rational Nature of 
Man, and to the Temper of a Divine Religion; 
and therefore not by ſuch Means as theſe, 

1. Not by Cruelty and Force of Arms; which 
may make Men Hypocrites, but will not convince 
their Reaſon and Judgment, 2 C. 10. 4. 

2. Net by Frauds, Deceits and Impoſtures, 
which are fit only to ſupport a Lye, and not the 
Truth of God, 2 Cor. 2. 17. 2 Pet. 2. 16. 

3+ Not by the Power of an implicite Faith, 
or taking it on Truſt from others, Col. 2. 2. 
1 Join 4. 1. 

D. 85. How then mu this Religion be propa- 
gared ? 

A. I: muft be propagated, as it was at firſt, 
by luch excellent, ſacred Means, agtheſe, I 
Purity, (In the Pprofeſſors of it) By Knowledge, 
and Acquaintance with it) By Long: ſuffering, by 
Kindneſs; (even towards the Enemies of it) By 
2e Holy G bolt (that enlightens and ſanctifies 
Souls by it) By Love unfeigned, (in all the Enter- 
tainers of it) By the li { of Truth, (preach'd and 
proclaim'd) By the Power of God, that muſt ſup- 
port it By tte Armour of Righteouſneſs (of Pie- 
ty and Juſtice) on the Right Hund and on ibe Left, 
2 Cor. 6.6, 7. 

Q. 86. Did the Chriſtian Religion ſoon ſpread 
a the firſt Riſe of it in the World; 

A. Yes; we find that within the Age of the 
firft Preachers of it, it was ſpread and planted 
in the moſt Famous Cities and Countries of the 
World; which is very ftrange and unaccounta- 
ble; eſpecially if we conſider how many Oppoli- 
tions and Hindrances wou'd lye in the Way; as 

| : 1. This 
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t. This Religion was contrary to all the 
Publick, Profeſs'd Religions in the World 44 
8. 22. | | 

2. It had no open Power, or Force of Arms 


(as the Mobometan Religion had) to urge and 


promote it, ohn 18. 36. 

3. It had no Laws of Princes or States, to make 
it the Intereſt of Men to entertain or profeſs it, 
As. 16. 20, 21. 

4. It brought ſtrange, unaccountable Doctrine 
along with it; as that we muſt be pardon'd and 
accepted of God thro the Life and Blood of a 
poor Perſon, that was crucify'd- at Feruſalem, 
Ads 17. 18, 32. Cor. 1. 18, 21. 

5+ It brought with it ſuch Rules of Holineſs, 
of Humility and Patience, of Mortification and 
Self-denial, as are quite contrary to the Cor- 
xuptions of, Fleſh and Blood, Titus 2. 1 f, 12, 13+ 
Marth. 5 and 6 Chap. Col. 3. 2, to 16. Gal. 5. 
16, &c. Rom. 8. 5, to 14. 

6. It was preach'd and proclaim'd by Perſons 
altogether poor, and mean, and deſpis'd in the 
World, 2 Cor. 4. 7, 8, 9. Als 4. 13. 1 Or. 
4. It, 12. 

7. It expos'd the Entertainers of it to all 
manner of Reproaches, and Sufferings, where- 
ever it came, Ads 19, 23. 1 Cor. 4 9. 2 Cor. 
6. . 4. 

Q. $7. Does any Confirmation ariſe to the Cbriſti- 
an Religion, from the quick, ſpreading of it in te 
World? 

A. Yes certainly, very much ; for it ſeems 
next to impoſhble, that ſuch a Religion in ſuch 


Circumftances, ſhou'd ſo ſpread and prevail with- 


aut the Coucurrence of open Miracle and Divine 
Power; and if it had the Concurrence of open 
Miracle 
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Miracle and Divine Power, it muſt needs be of 
Heaven and of God, ohn 3. 2. 

Q. 88. May they, the very Belief of 4 God in- 
cline us io the Chriſtian Religion? 

A. Yes ſurely; the Minds that are poſſeſs'd 
with any due Eſteem and Veneration for God, 
muſt rationally be led to the Entertainment and 
Eſteem of the Chriftian Religion; eſpecially if 
they but ſeriouſly conſider theſe Things; 

1. That in the Chriſtian Religion, the bound- 
leſs, incomparable Glories and Perfefions of 
God are moſt of all open'd, commended and 
glorify'd, Rev. 4. 10, 11. Chap. 15. 3, 4. 1 Time 
1. 17. Chap. 6. 15, 16. 

2. That there the ahourdins Love and Good- 
neſs of God to Man is moſt wonderfully repre- 
ſented and diſcover'd, in Order .to regain our 
Love, and to lead us home by Love to God, 
John 3. 14, 16. Fpb. 2. 4, 5. 
1 Foky 4. 10, 15, 19. 

3. That there our manifold Bonds and Obli- 
gations to the Ble ſſed God are moſt of all open d, 
urg d and preſt upon us, 448 17. 24. 1 Cor. 
6. 19, 20. 

4. That there the Light and Law of Reaſon, 
Nature and Equity is moſt of al! difplay'd, en- 
larg d and improvd, All Lards, .wiere this 
Religion comes rot, beirg found to be the Ha- 
bitations of Darkneis and Barbarity, Am. 13. 7, 
t 11. Fhil. 4. 8. 

56. That there the Works and Laws; the ro- 
vidence ard Government of God are moſt of 
all diſcover'd, repreſented, commended and ad- 
mir'd, Rev. 15. 3. m. 7. 12. Chip. 11. 33, 26. 

8. That there the due Veneration, Eſteem and 
Love of God is moft cf all excited, call d for, 
| com- 


2 they. 2. 16. 
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commanded and cheriſh'd, 1 Per. 3. 15. Rev. 4, 
8, &c. Mar. 22. 37. Rom. 8. 28. 

7. That there an embold ned, cheerful Ac- 
ceſs to God is moſt of all encourag'd, and beft 
founded, viz. in the Holy Mediation of the Lord 
Jeſus, Eph. 2. 18. Heb. 4. 15, 16. 1 Tim. 2. 


3 

n 3. That there the Honour and Dignity of Hu- 
mane Nature is moſt of all repreſented, recom- 
mended, ſupported and improv'd, Mar. 10. 28. 
Heb. 2. 14, 16. Col. 3. 1c. Phil. 3. 12. 

9. There the Service and Worſhip of God is 
moſt ſpiritual, rational, plain and pure, Fobu 
4. 23, 24. Nom. 12. 1. 

10. There the Servants of God are moſt Holy, 
Conſcientious, Humble, Sincere, Chafte and 
Clean in Heart and Life, 1 Tim. 1. 5. Cal. 3. 
12, 12, Rom. 13. 12, 12, 14. 

11. Te the Worſhippers of God have beft 
Aſſurance given them, that they ſhall find him a 
great Rewarder of them that diligently ſeek 
him, Zeb. 11. 6. Chap. 6. 17, Oc. 

Q. 89. Since Chriſtian Religion is thus exceF- 
lent, and ſure, whence is it, that it 0 more pre- 
wails in the World? 

A. Tho' the Chriſtian Religion is thus Excel- 
lent, Divine and Sure; yet it meets with many 
Oppoſitions and Hindrances in the World; and 
that upon ſuch Accounts as theſe, 

1. The Nature, and Deſign, and Excellency 
of the Chriftian Religion is little known and un- 
derftood ; and fo, thro' Ignorance it is deſpis'd 
and rejected, 1 Tim. 1. 13. 2 Per. 2. 12. 

2. The Evidence and Proof of it is but little 
perceiv'd and diſcern'd, and fo, tis refus'd as a 

Fable 
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Fable ot an Uncertainty, 2 Pet. 1. 15, 16, 
18, Oc. 6 

3. The Natural Temper and Diſpoſition of 
of Man's Heart is carnal, ſenſual and earthly, 
and to contrary to the Heavenly Spirit of Chriſti- 
anit y. 2 ſet. 2 10,14, 

4 The Beauty and Excellency, of it is much 
clouded and obſcur'd by the Alterations, Addi- 
tions and Cruelties of Popery. 

5. It is much Diſparag'd and Diſhonour'd, ia 
the View of the World, by the C ontentions and 
Diviſions of Chriſtians themſelves, 1 Cor. 3. 3. 
Gal. 5. 15. 

6. It is miſrepreſented and reproach'd by the 
ur:holly and fuitable Lives and Praftice of 
them that profels it, James 2. 7. 2 Pet. 2. 
152. 

7. It is diſcredited and oppos'd by thoſe Evil 
Spirits, or Powers of Darkneis, that-we call 
Deu ils, 2 Cor. 4. 3, 4 Eph. &. 12. 1 Theſe 
3. 6. 

Q. go. Hew does it appear, that there are ſuch 
evil Spirits or Devils? 

A. That ſuch evil Spirits there are, as we uſu- 
ally call Devils, will appear by calling to mind 
theſe Kory 

1, It is ſtrange that all Nations ſhou'd ſo in- 
dine to Idolatry, or to the Worſhip of ſuch 
falſe and fooliſh Gods, were there no ſuch Spirits 
to ſeduce them, Levit. 17. 7. 1 Cor. 12. 2. Eph. 
2. 

2. Were there no ſuch evil Spirits, its ſtrange 
that Men as bad as they are) ſhou'd be fo hur- 
ry'd and drawn to all manner of Sins, tho' 'moft 
contrary to Honour, Life and Safety; and all 
Rules of Self-Preſervation, Mat. 27. 5. 
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3. They have ſometimes had extraordinary 
Power to pofleſs and torment Mens Bodies, Mark. 


5. 2,10 15. 44s. 19. 13, 0 17. * 


4. They bave often appear'd and made greet 


Difturbances in Diverſe Places. + 


5. Some or other in moſt Ages, have been 
found in ſolemn Covenant and Agreement 


with theſe evil Spirit:, 1 Sam. 28. 7. 
33 6, * 


2 Chron. 


6. They yet appear to receive Homage and 
Worſhip in ſome Places of the Earth + 
Q. 91. What Confirmation ariſes to Chriſtianity 


from the Hiſlory of theſe evil Spirits? 


A. Much every way, for theſe ſeveral Thing; 


do/thence appear. 


1. That true and certain is the Chriſtian Ac- 
count concerning tie Numbers, Defign and 
Power of theſe evil Spirits, and their conftant 
Enmity to God and Man, Mark 5. 9. Rev. 16. 14. 


Chap. 12. 9. 


* See Glanvill's Collection, together with the 
Account from Sweden, at the End of it, by Dr. 


Horneck. 


+ Sadducifmus Debellatus, A Narrative 'col- 


lecte d from Records in Scotland. 


Dr. H. Mor?'s Antidote again Atheiſm. B. 3. 


Chap. 6. 7, 8, 9. 


Mr. Cotton Mather's Wenders of the Invi- 


ſible World. 


Mr. Increaſe Mather's Remarkable Providen- 


ces. 


+ See Mr. Eliot's Life of New England. 


Part 34d, 
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2. That they are continually under the re 
ſtraints of the great God, or elſe they wou'd 
make hedious Work in the World, Rev. 20. 2, Jof Ch 
3» 7. f ſtants, 
3. That they chiefly ſeek the Souls of Men, It. 2 

and wou'd get Poſſeſſion of them when they are Iz. 3, 
Dead, and gone from this World, Lk. 16. 23. : 
Mar. 25. 41. ; „ Wickly « 

4. That they are in continual War with Chri-] 7. 
ftian Religion; and that the Chriftian Religion loyn'd 
is the great Underminer and Oppoſer of their ans ui 
Deſign and Work in the World, Fobn 10. 21.Y:nd a 
Mar. 8. 29. Luke 10. 17. 1 Fobn. 3. 8. chat 

Q. 92. But did the Lord Chriſt give no Fore- II Cor. 
warnings of the Blocks and Hindrances, that Cbriſti- Q. 
enity ſhowd meet with in the World? 

4. Yes, he has given many and plain Predicti- 
ons and Fore-warnings of the Oppoſitions and 
Hindrances that we have ſeen and again, 
the ſpreading of Chriftian Religion; particu- 
larly of ſuch Things as theſe, 

1. That there wou'd be much Hatred and Per- 
ſecution of his Truth and Servants in the World, 
Mar. 10. 22. John 15. 18. 44 20. 23. 2 Tim. 

12. 
: 2. That many Offences and Scandals, wou'd 
ariſe among the Profeſſors of his Name and Goſ- 
pel, Mat. 18. 7. 1 Cor. 11. 19. 

3. That Diviſions and Breaches there wou'd 
be among his Diſciple, Mat. 10. 35, 26. 

4. That Deriders and Scoffers wou'd ariſe, 
that laugh at Religion and them that practiſe it, 
2 Pet. 3. 3, 4. 

5. That many Apoftacies there wou'd be, and 
Departers from the Faith; particularly one 
great One, under the Man ot Sin, and the Ma- 

nagement 


- 
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agement of the Devil, in a great and long Op- 
A poſition to and Perſecution of the true Servants 
of Chriſt; which is generally taken, by Prote- 
ſtants, to be the Papacy, or Church of 9 
Mat. 24. 24. 1 Tim. 4. 1. 2 Pet. 2. 1. 2 Theſ, 
2. 37 4+ 

93. How is the Chriftian Religion to be | 
| ih own'd and profeſs'd in the World? a 
"' 4. The Chriftian Religion is to be publickly 
n Yown'd and profeſs'd in the World, by Chrifti- 
C Fans Uniting into Holy Aﬀemblies or Churches; 
and Attending there upon that Publick Worſhip 

that Chriſtianity does preſcribe, Mat. 28. 20. 

"£1 Cor. 14. 33. 5 
2. 94. Wherein does that Worſhip confiſt ? 
A. The Publick Chriftian Worſhip does chiefly 
conſiſt in the Miniſtration of the Goſpel, in the 
lebration of the Sacraments, with ſolemn 
yer ant” Praiſe, Als 2. 41, 42, 46, 47. 
cba. 4. 23, 24, 31. Mark 14. 22,23, 26. 1 Cor, 
11. 23, &c. to v. 27. | 

8 95. Why muſt Chriſſi ans unite into Aſemblies 
r Churches fag Public Worſhip ? 

A. Since the whole Church or Company of 
Chriſtians on Earth can't meet together for ſo- 
lemn publick Worſhip, it is meet that they ſhou'd 
be divided into convenient Aſſemblies or 
Churches for publick Worſhip; and that, for 
ſuch Reaſons as theſe, 

1, It is but meet and juſt that the Great God 
of the World ſhou'd be publickly own'd, ho- 
nour'd and worſhip'd by all that know and love 
him, Rom. 10. 12, 10 15. 

2. It is meet and juft that the Redeemer's 
Name and Glory ſhou'd be openly confeſs'd and 
Celebrated by all his People, 1 Cor. 1. 2. 

3 3. The 
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. 3+ The Goſpel of the Lord Chriſt is moſt uſ 


fully preach'd to ſuch Aſſemblies met together. 


48 1. 15. Ad, 5, 19, 20. 

4. The Lord Chriſt has appointed Ordinan 
ces, that are to be adminiftred in ſuch Aſſem 
blies, and to be Bonds of mutual Union and Love 
, Mai. 18. 19, 20. Ads 2. 42. 1 Cor. 5. 4, « 
Chap. 10. 16, 17. a 

5. Chriſtians have need of ſuch Aſſembling 
together for mutual Acquaintance, and Increaſe 
in Holineſs, Peace and Love, Ads g. 31. Heb 
10. 23, 24, 25. 

Q. g6. Why wou d the Lord Cbriſt add Sacra 
ments to his Goſpel ? 

A. Tho' his Will and Appointment may be 
Satisfaction enough to us, yet may we ſee Rea- 
fon enough for theſe two Sacraments, if we con 
ſider theſe Things; 


1. That hereby the Lord Chriſt s conſult: Ic 


the Weakneſs of our Underſtandings and Minds, 
in giving us viſible Signs and Tokens of the Great 
Benefits and Bleſſings contain'd in his Goſpel, 
1 Chr. 11. 24, 25. 

2. That he wou'd confirm our Faith and Hope 
by joyning viſible Seals to his Covenant and Pro- 
miſes, Mat. 26. 27, 28. 

3. That he wou'd by ſuch open and ſolemn 
Bonds, the more firmly engage his Profeſſors to 
be true to him and to his Goſpel, Rom. 6. 4. 
Gal. 3. 27. 

4. That hereby he viſibly proclaims his Name 
and Othce to the World; and ſets up Publick 
Notes and Pledges of his Religion, and of its 
Continuance and Deſcent from Age to Age, Fobn 
13. wy Rom. 6. 3, 4. Mat. 28. 19, 20. 1 Cor. 
21. 2 . 


) Q. 97 
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Q. 97. Muff there, then, always be a Mini 


in the World? 


A. Ye-, The Lord Chriſt has ordain'd, that 


tere ſhou'd be an Office of Sacred Miniſtry in all 
Ages; and that, becauſe 


1. His Goſpel is to be continually preach'd, 


6 A , 
chat Sinners may be call'd and converted unto 


him, Mat. 28. 19, 20. 2 Tim. 2. 2. 
2. His Crdinances are ſolemnly and ſucceſſive - 


Ily to be adminiftred, 1 Cr. 11. 26. 


2. His Churches are to he ſtil! guided, and 
kis People built up ia their moſt Holy Religion, 
and confirm'd in Hope, and Love, ard Joy, till 
they come to Heaven, Epb. 4. 11, 12, 23. 


Q. g8. y Ho, Prayer be a Pars of Publick 
* 


: Wor ſhip ? 


Ic 


ö 


ö 


A. Siace Chriſtien Religion eſtabliſhes all one 
Jatural Paty to Go, ic muſt needs eftabliſh 
Prayer, arid (et it up as Part of the Publick Ho- 
nour and Worſhip of God, for 

1. Thereby we acknowledge our Wants, and 
Sms, and our entire Dependance on the Power 
and Mercies of the Gracious God, Phil. 4. 6. 
1 John 1. 9. Mat 6. 11, 12, 13. 

2. Thereby we acknowledge and own the 
boundleſ Knowledge and Wiſdom of God, who 
knows the Hearts of all his Worſhippers and 
their Caſes, and Requeſts: in all Places of the 
World, Ads 1. 24. 

3. Thereby we acknowledge and glorify the 
All- ſufficiency, Power and Goodneſs of God, who 
is able to help and ſupply his Worſhippers in all 
Places, Mat 6. 13. Adds 4. 23, 24, 29. 

4. By Prayer all ſacred Ordinances are ſancłi- 
fy'd and bleſt, 1 Tim. 4. 5. 

F 2 5, Thereby 
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5. Thereby alſo the Worthineſs of the Me- 
diztor is acknowledg'd and profeſs'd, in whoſe 
Name all Chriſtian Prayers are to be made, Fotn 
15 23, 24, 28. 

Q. 99. N Ey ſpou d the Praiſes of Col be 4 Part of 
Cbrimian Worſhip ? 

A . The ſolemn Praiſes of God (containing our 
Bleſſing of him and Thanks to him} may well be 
a part of Chriſtian Worſhip, if theſe Things be 
confider'd ; 

1. The Chriftian Religion moſt eminently de- 
clares the Love and Grace and Mercies of God; 
particularly the Great Work of Love and Grace 
in the Redemption and Reconciliation of the 
World by Jeſus Chrift, and fo, it moſt eminently 
claims our Praiſe and Celebration of God, and of 
his Love and Works, Eph. 3. 20. 21. Ch. 1. 3. 

2. The Servants of the Lord Chriſt are to look 
upon themſelves as Redeemed from Sand Hell, 
and fo are oblig'd to applaud and Praiſe their 
God and Redeemer, Rev. 5. 4, 6. 

3. The Chriſtian Religion is to raiſe and che- 
Tiſh in Souls, all holy Peace and Joy, in God, and 
in his Love and Favour, which Joy is well expreft 
by Singing and Celebrating his Praiſes, Epb. 5. 1. 

4. Chriſtianity is to train up holy Souls in that 
work of Divin2 Love, Admiration, Thankful- 
neſs and Applauſe, that is to continue and be 
perfected in Heaven, Col. 1. 11, 12 

, 100. It it net meer, then, that there ſhow'd 
be one lno mn Day ordinarily ſet apart for this Pub- 
dick Worſhip ? 

A. Yes; very meet and juft it is that one 
whole Day, in a certain number, ſhou'd be or- 
dinarily and openly fer apart for Divine — 
an 
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2 Worſhip; and that will appear, if we con- 
ider. 

1. That by the conftant Obſervation of ſuch 
a Day, the more open and folemn Reſpet and 
Honour is paid unto the God of all our Time 
and Days, Rom. 14. 6. Rev. 1. 10. 

2. There is a Holy and Comely Concord and 
Communion preſerv'd among the Servants of 
God, while they all deſign to gather about him, 
and to ſeek and ſerve him, as near as may be, 
on the ſame Day, and at the ſame Time, 1 Cor. 
16. 1, 2. Mis 20. 7. 

3. God's work is uſually manag'd with too 
much Careleſsneſs and Diſtraction, while it is 
perform'd amidft the Daily Hurries and Affairs 


of Life and of the World. 


4. Our corrupted, carnal Souls have need of 


a whole Day frequently returning, that we may 


more freely converſe with God, and 'grow more 
Spiritual and Heavenly, and more meet for a 
Departure to Heaven, 

5. By the Obſervation of ſuch a ſtated Day, 
Religion is moſt likely to be ſupported, ſpread, 
and propagated round about. 

Q. 101. But why ſtou d that Day be the firſt in 
the Week ? . 

A. Since God did, from the Reginning of the 
World, chooſe one Day in the Week, or one 
in ſeven, to be Holy to Himſelf, the Chriſtian 
Religion will more ftrongly oblige us to that 
Proportion of Time; but, that it is meet that 
the Day of Publick Worſhip ſhou'd now be the 
firſt of the Week, will appear upon theſe Conſi- 
derations 

1. It is meet and juſt that the great Work of 
Redemption which includes Creation and Pro- 

E 2 vidence, 
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vidence, and perfects them) fhou'd determine 
the Day of Divine Worſhip; ard determine it 
particulauly to that Cay in the Week, on which 
the Redeemer fniſh'd hi; meritorious Sufferings. 
and Death, and roſe again from the dead, Exod.. 
13. 35 4. Deut. 5. 15. 

2. It is juſt and meet that we ſhou'd remember 
and celebrate that Day, on which, the Redeem- 
er, atter all his Sorrows, was declar'd the Son 
ot God with Power, the Firft-born of every 
Creature, the Firſt-Fruits of them that ſleep, 
and enter d upon his Glorious Life and Reign, 
— 1. 4. Col. 1. 15. 1 Core 15. 20. Rom. 

> Go 

3. Since we are redeemed unto God, it is but 
juſt and decent, that, in the Weekly Portion of 
time, the firſt of our Days, and Thoughts, and 
Services ſhou'd be dedicated to God, Exod. 12. 
2. Chap. 13. 2. — 

Q. 102. What Confirmation ariſes to Cbriſlian 
Religion from the Continuance of this Publick, 
Av iſtian #01 ſhip ? 

A. Much Confirmation hence ariſes to the 
Truth of Chriftian Religion; for, here are four 
Publick Seals or Witneſſes, namely, The Mi- 
nificy of the Goſpel, the two Sacraments Bap- 
tiſm and the Lord's- Supper) together with the 
Lord's Day, which ate as old as Chriſtianity it 
ſelf, and are deſcended thro all Ages, down to 
us, as ſo many Tokens and Pledges of the Truth 
and Certainty of the Chriſtian Religion. 

Q. 102. How long mutt this Frame of Worſhip 
contirue ? 

A. It muſt continue as long as there are any 
Sanners to be call'd and brought home to God, 
any Saints to he built up in Faith and Hales 
an 
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and that will be, till the Lord Chriſt come to 
Judgment, Eph. 4. 11. 12, 13. 1 Cor. 11. 26. 

104. What Reaſon is there to expect another 
World, and 4 Fudgment to come? 

A. Since Sin and Confuſion now reigns, great 
Reaſon there is to expett another Life and World, 
and a righteous Judgment to come, and that, 
upon theſe Conſiderations z 

1. Since Jod is the Governour of the World, 
it becomes him to ſhe that he loves Righteouſ- 
neſs, and hates Iniquity, and therefore, will 
call 5 2 a ſtrict Account, Rom. 2. 3, 

. 49. 3 55 . 
s 2. Were there no Life and Judgment to come, 
the Great Tyrants and Oppreſſors of the World, 
that have reign'd in Villany and Blood, will have 
none to judge and puniſh them. 

3. Were there no Life and Judgment to come, 
all the wickedneſs of the Heart, and all the 
Sins of Thought, and Deſign, and Contrivance 
(which muft needs be hateful to a Holy God) 
will be for ever diſregarded and unpuniſh'd, 
Rom. 2. 15, 16. | 

4. Were there no Judgment to come, all the 
ſaichful, ſuffering Servants of Cod muſt loſe by 
their Service, be caſt off, and go unrewarded at 
laſt, 1 Cor. 15. 18. 

5. If there be no Life and Judgment to come, 
all Men will be tempted to do all the Evil and 
Miſchief, that they can keep ſecret and conceal'd. 

Q. 105. But why ſhou'd there be one Great Solemn 


Dq for the Publick Fudgnent of the whole Mor la? 


A. It is meet, that at the End of the World, 
there ſhou'd be a Great, Solemn Day for the 
Publick, Univerſal Judgment of the World; and 
chat for ſuch Ends and Reaſons as theſe ; 

1. Then 


J 4 | 
= 
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t. Then ſhall many glorious Attributes of 
God openly ſhine 4 as his Heart-ſearching Know- 
ledge, his Holineſs, Juftice, Power and Goodneſs, 
Rom. 2. 16. 

2. Then ſhall the Holy Law, and Goſpel, 


and Government of God be vindicated, execu- 


ted, and honour'd before Angels and Men, Rom. 
2. 16, 12. 2 Theſ. 1. 8, 10. 

3. Then ſhall Sin and Wickedneſs that now 
ſo much reigns, be openly aſham'd, confounded, 
and condemn'd, Nom. 2. 3, 4, 6, 6, 8, 9. 

4+ Then ſhall the holy, ſuffer ing, abus d Ser- 
vants of God be openly acknowledg'd, honour'd, 
and Crown'd, 2 Theſ. 1. 6, 7, 

5. Then ſhall the dark, myfterious Providen- 
ces of God be open to the World, and his Wil- 
dom, Righteouſneſs and Goodneſs therein, be 
publickly vindicated and glorify'd, Nam. 2. 5. 

6, The Fore-warning and Fore-knowledge of 
that Day may well be ſent unto the World, to keep 
it in Fear and Awe, and to quicken God's Ser- 
vants in all Holy Diligence, 2 Pet. 3. 14. 

Q. 106. Muſt there not be 2 ReſurreRion of the 
Dead at that Day? 

A. Yes; at the Univerſal Judgment of the 
World, it is requiſite there ſhou'd be a Reſur- 
region of the Dead, and that, becauſe 

1. Man, according to the Law of his 
Creation, is not compleat and whels without 
his Body, Gep. 2. 7. 

2. It is but juft,that, that curious Part of Man, 
that has been Companion either in Sia and Re- 
bellion againſt God, or in Services and Suffe- 
rings for God, ſhou'd likewiſe be Partner in the 
Puniſhment, or an the Reward. 

Q. 107. 


er- 
d, 
nN. 
il 
be 


ot 


ep 
er- 


. A Confirming Catechiſm. 59 

Q. 107. Who muſt be Fudge at that Day? 

A; The Lord Jeſus, the Redeemer of the 
World, the Head of Angels and Men, will be 
the Judge at that great Day, 48s 17. 1. 

Q. 108 Why maſt the Lord Feſus be Fudge at 
that Day? 

A. It is very ſuitable and meet, that the Lord 
Jeſas ſhou'd be Judge at that Day, if we conſider 
ſuch Reaſons as theſe, 

1. He has by Vertue of his Redemption, ob- 
tain'd of God, all Power in Heaven and in Earth: 
and it belongs to that Fulneſs of Power, to de- 
termine of Life and Death, Rev. 1. 18. Kom. 
14. 9. 
2. He himſelf was unjuſtly accus'd, condemn'd, 
and executed in this World; tis juſt then and 
meet, that he ſhou'd employ his Authority to 
do himſelt Right, and. to judge and condemn 
his impemtent Accuſers and Judges, Rev. 1. 7. 

3- He has ſent out his holy Goſpel into the 
World; it becomes him then to examine and 


judge who have been obedient or diſobedient to 


is Goſpel, Ibeſ. 1. 7, 8, 10. 
4. The great War, that has been in all Ages, 


has been e pecially carry'd on againſt him and 


his Affairs in the World; *tis requiſite then, 
that he come, and call his Enemies to an Account; 
and vindicate himſelf and his Glory, Kev. 17. 12, 
13, 14 | 
5. It will be for the greater Joy and Triumph 
of his hated, perſecuted Servants, to ſee their 
Lord come to plead, and juftifie their Righteous 
Cauſe before Angels and Men, Rew. 7. 145 15» 
. Q. 109. Shou d not, ther, true Chriſtians long 
and wait for thas Day ? | 
A. Yes 
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A. Yes ſurely ; Twill be the Day of their Pub- — 
lick Eſpouſals to their Glorious Lord and Head; 
the Day of their bleſſed Coronation and Ad mit- 
tance into the Eternal Kingdom ; fo that they 
may well look, and long, and wait for that joy- B 21 


ful Day, and with Earneft, Importunate Deſires, U 
cry out, Come, Lord Feſus! Come quichy ! Rev. 
22. 20. Amen 17 
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